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OURNATIONSCAPITAL STIRSMANY VETERANSMEMORIES

| remember walking out of Reagan National Airport on avery
bright Wednesday afternoon on 29 September and realizing that
| was not only in Washington DC, But | wasin our Nations
Capital with about 400 fellow shipmatesto kickoff our 17th
™ reunion. While as agroup, we have met in some amazing
hZ places, other than on-board the Big J herself, nothing gave me
more pride than being in the place that givesfull meaning and
understanding to our country. | have been fortunate enough to
have visited Washington DC and the surrounding areain the
= past and have even toured the World War || Memorial. But to
seeit withaWWII USS New Jersey Veteran on hisfirst visit?
< Ever talk with aK orean veteran at the Korean Memorial ? Will
anyone who went with the USS New Jersey Viet Nam Veterans
g to "The Wall" for the Wreath Ceremony forget the visitors who
stopped and thanked the Veterans for their service to our coun-
try? There wasn't adry eye to be found as The Bugler played
taps. From the ceremony at The Lone Sailor to touring the

ture that will stay in our memoriesfor along timeto come.

If you have never joined us at a Reunion, it is more then just

reliving aday that has long since past, it is often a chance to

& explore areas of our country that we would never otherwise

il experienceif not for these events. No matter were we meet, itis
- - 3... always achanceto share another experience with your fellow
#5 W™ shipmates. Look at it asaLiberty Call from the every day. |

World War || Memorial

don't know about you, but | never missed a Liberty Call. Start
making your plansfor Valley Forge, a history lesson and atour
of THE Battleship, "The USS New Jersey BB-62"

Next Reunion - On Board The Battleship USS New Jersey
While the dates are not yet set, the place is. On board our great ship. | asked the question in the last issue; "Do you remember the first
time you saw the USS New Jersey." Trust me, when you show it to someone else who has not seen the ship before, your experienceis
almost the same. The pride of having brought someone to see the greatest Naval ship in the history of the US
Navy isafeeling of warmth that will fill all of you. If you have grandchildren, children, spouse, parentsor are F “
friends with someone who understands and appreciates Naval History, be sure to bring them with you to our
2005 reunion. The reason for bringing the USS New Jersey to Camden and creating this hands on museumisto
share the history and describe the bravery of the ship and her crew. Thisisatour that will last in your

memories for many yearsto come. Be a part of what is sure to be one of our best reunions ever.




2005 USS New Jer sey Reunion Infor mation
September 2005
Valley Forge, PA
The hardest part of planning for areunionisfiguring out how many peoplewill be attending. Imagineif
you had aguest list of nearly 2000 peoplefor aparty in your backyard. If you didn't have at |east arough
head count well enough in advance, you could bein for some serious challenges.
Hereiswhat needsto be done even before Reunion Registration form can be made up:

Hotel Information: Will 1 hotel be enough or do we need to book 2 or 3 hotelsin order to have
make sure we can keep everyone closeto all the activities.

Meals: Breakfast and or Dinner? How big of abanquet hall do we need?

Buses: Will we need 10 buses or 50. For that many, they haveto be booked very early

While much of theinformation can wait until we get closer, getting a decent estimate of how many people
will be coming homeisextremely important.

HOW CANYOUHELP!

Please Call Dick Esser at his office number 440-246-5594 and | eave a message with your name and the
total number of peopleinyour family that you expect will be joining uson-board. If calling isdifficult,
you can also e-mail him at esser3@hotmail.com.

Asour association continuesto grow each year, wewill alwaysbelooking for morewaysto keep our
reunionsfresh and an event that isboth exciting and looked forward to by all membersevery year. Please
hel p make our homecoming a successful one by phoning inyour intentiontojoin usin Valley Forge.

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to call Military Reunion Plannersat 817-251-
3551 between the weekday hoursof 9 am. - 4 pm. Central Standard Time or e-mail them at
info@militaryreunionplanners.com

Did You Pay Your Dues?
Pl ease Remember that your annual dues payment isdue on October 1st payableto
USSNew Jersey VeteransAssociation Inc.
$20 $20 $20 $20 $20 $20 $20 $20 $20 $20

What Can You Get for $20?

XOXO AnaisWomen’sPump @ Over stock.Com /Agua Teen Hunger Force DVD @Amazon.com / 2-60 oz. Bagsof Chocolate
Chipsat SamsClub /A Ricky WilliamsMiami DolphinesJer sey on East Bay / His& Her ChristmasHumming HumBugs

If you haven't sent yoursin yet, please do so to:
USS New Jersey Veterans|nc
L ouisAshby
19683 Finney Road
Girard, IL 62640
What doyou get for your 20 Bucks?
2 Great Issues of the Jersey Bounce, Annual Reunion, Scholarship Donations, Incredible Website, Proof of Identity, A Warmer Heart
and so much more. If you have paid your dues, Thank You! If not, please do so today. 2
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Mike Prime/ President USS New Jersey Veteransinc.
bb62sall or13@hotmail.com
440-282-8272 Home

Clearing Off ThePresidents Desk

Ahoy Shipmates: Another reunion has come and gone, and agood oneit was. That wasmy first trip to our nations
capital and | wasimpressed. And of course my favoritewasthe Vietham Wall and thelittle get together that we
Vietnam Vets had there. The onereal thing that stood out waswhilewe had our wreath presentation all the other
visitors stopped and watched aswe went through our little detail and when wefinished they started to movethrough
and shook our hands saying “THANK Y OU” to each oneof us. That wasvery specia to me. All the other sitesthat
my sonand | visited weregreat also. | thought the hotel wasavery nice placeand al the mealswerevery good and
well presented. Over all | want to thank Ray Casey and hisstaff for ajob well done. BRAVO ZULU. Asawaysthere
were some chalangesbut hisstaff was ableto correct most of them..

Asyou might noticeat thetop of the pagel am now clearing off anew desk, that of the President. | will try to meet all
of the goa swe set and then some. If anybody hasany ideas, suggestionsand gripespleaselet meknow by e-mail,
phone, or contact any of our executive board. Weall will listen and provide you with and answer assoon aspossible.
At theend of thisnotewill bealist of al our elected officias. | will makethisshort and then really load up on much
moreinfoinour spring Jersey Bounce. | know by then wewill havelotsof info on next yearsreunion Inclosing | want
tothank last yearsboard membersfor al their yearsof hard work, for if it wasnot for their work thisorganization
wouldn’t bewhereitistoday. | will rely on their wisdom and direction aswe moveaong. THANK Y OU Dick
McDowdll, Fred Adams, Blackie O’ Neil, Erwin Sladewski and my CHIEF Larry “SK1”. | would also liketo extend a
special thanksto Our past President Dick Esser, whose shoes| won'ttry tofill, as| can’'t. Hedid awonderful job at
putting thisgroup on aeven keel and setting astraight coursefor metofollow, ThanksDick....

Toal my shipmatesand families, my wife Bonnieand mysealf would like to take thisopportunity to wish you and yours
aHappy Holiday and aHealthy New Year.

Fraterndly Yours,

Mike Prime
President
USS New Jersey VeteransAssociation; Inc.



Peter VandeWalle Editor; USS New Jersey
peterv_bb62@yahoo.com
920-983-8518 Home / 920-337-1933 Fax

The Editors Page
Astheeditor, | havethe privilege of attending our reunionwith adifferent perspective. Not only do | attend with the
ideaof seeing agreat many fellow shipmates, but | am alsolooking for *A Story” toincludein The Jersey Bounce. With
thereunionin Washington DC, | knew therewould be plenty of storiestowriteabout. What | didn't expect wasthe
depth of what | was ableto see and experience. | spent an hour talking with Admiral Snyder during breakfast onthelast
day beforetheé ections. Sitting therelistening to thisman speak with acouple of former crewman sitting by hisside
hanging on every word asif hewere about to come onthe 1M C and announce " Liberty Call". Dedicationto their
Captain morethen 30 years since he commanded them all in battle. That goesbeyond just respect and entersthearea
of loveand admiration. | had the opportunity to walk behind Ruth & Paul Mattern asthey walked into the World War 11
memorial for thefirst time. Mr. Mattern was aboard USS New Jersey inWWI1 and Mrs. Mattern (Formerly Ruth
Avery) wasaWWII wave. They met after thewar and have been together ever since. Seeing them together that day
told mewhy. | talked with Tom Wallace as he wal ked the K orean Memorial. Sometimes apersons eyes say morethen
their wordsever could. | won't forget meeting Edie Norton and her son Brian. Edi€'s husband wasaUSS New Jersey
Veteran from the Viet Nam erawho passed away afew yearsago. Ediewanted to bring her sonto thereunionto
maybe give himjust aglimpsat the people hisdad spent so much timetal king about beforehispassing. Listento Larry
Kadakauskistak about the Viet Nam Veterans memoria wreath ceremony and | can promiseyou afew tearswill flow
inyouaswell.
Therewasa sotimefor somered adventureaswell. Anybody remember the name of Franklin Del onor Roseveltsdog?
Reading thewords of FDR reminds usthat history can and doesrepeat itsalf. Isn't it amazing how hiswordson Decem-
ber 29, 1940 till hold truetoday; “Wemust bethegreat arsenal of Democracy.” Walking a ong thewalls of the Korean
Memoria bringsabout aphrasewe have heard many timesof late; " Freedom IsNot Free'. Seeing the WhiteHouse at
night withitslightsablaze still hiding al theratsrunning around the park. Then Marine Corp Memoria brought about a
coupleof smilesand who will forget driving past The Pentagon and seeing the exact location wereterroristswoke a
deeping giant on September 11th, 2001. From Arlington National Cemetery to our Group Dinner at Phillips Seafood
Buffet and who could forget some of those moves on the dancefloor on our dinner cruise. Wewereableto enjoyed a
week of fellowship asmuch asaweek of living AmericasHistory. What could be better than that. To think, weonly
saw afraction of al thereisto do and experiencein the Washington D.C. area.
To Ray Casey and hisstaff ahuge attaboy for asuccessful gathering. Weretherelinesand waiting? Comeonfolks, it
wasaNavy thing, wereall usedto that. Serioudly, therewere so few chalengesat thisyearsreunionitishardly worth
talking about. | wasvery impressed with aconversation later with Ray. Wetalked about next yearsevent and theidea's
healready hasfor 2005. Fellow Shipmates and A ssociate Members, wearein for another great reunion in Sept 05.
Asyoulook forward to cel ebrating the Christmas and Holiday Seasons, pleasefind aplaceinyour prayersfor those
membersand their families. If you havethemeans, | ask that you a so make adonationto helpthosefamiliesof falen
service members. For many of the children, they will be spending their very first Christmaswithout thereMom or Dad.
You canhelpinavery small way to help makethisday alittle better by showing them that Americansappreciatethere
parents sacrifice and that they areremembered.
Contact thewebstelisted below or any of thefraterna military organizations. It will makethe holidays so much better
not only for them, but for you too.

http://www.operationensuringchristmas.org/
Thanks,

Peter V.




3 Larry Kalakauskis, Liaison Officer/ Director
#  Kalskibb62@aol.com  (619) 470-3659

Liaison Officer, Larry K’s Letter, ]
Fellow New Jersey, Shipmates and Lady Fnends

Another reunion, our 17™. In 2004, Washington, DC at Crystal City Hilton Hotel, Arlington, VA, has come and gone
leaving behind a great time and keeping some fond memories of shipmates and friends. Thank you Ed Flaherty for
sponsoring your long awaited reunion at our Nation’s Capital, Washington, DC.

It was great for all to see many old and new friends and acquaintances but sadly we will miss some forever whose
names will appear in another segment of the Jersey Bounce, | also want to mention a very important missing member at
the Reunion, Richard “Dick” McDowell, Korea Era and Treasurer/Director. Dick, unfortunately had a stroke just a few
weeks before the reunion and was fitted with a pacemaker but you all know Mac, he is one tough Bos’on and he is pulling
through. Take care Mac and be easy living.

| introduced about 20 new first timers at the Dinner Dance, recognized the attending Era Representatives and Era
District Volunteers, awarded plaques for the “farthest, youngest,
oldest, first registration, reunion sponsor and hotel. Included also our departing President, Richard Esser, Vice-President,
Fred Adams, Treasurer / Membership Chairman, Richard “Dick” McDowell, all of whom, | have had the pleasure of sharing
some wonderful times and maybe some hot moments of discussion.

Our Chaplain, Rev. Will Clark, had a moving Invocation and remembrance of passed shipmates at the “Lone Sailo
Memorial” with another long awaited church service of thanks and praise Sunday morning in the hospitality room, which
we will continue as long as he is available to do so. Thank you Reverend Clark ! | would also like to extend my
appreciation to Mrs. Irene Sladewski, singing “Amazing Grace” and Star Spangled Banner.”

| had also introduced the wife and son of one of my “strikers”, FN Timothy Norton, Mass. of #2 fireroom during the
Vietnam Era who had passed away in 1992, Mrs. Edie Norton and Son Brian, thank you for coming to your first reunion to
meet some of FN/BT3 Timothy Norton’s fellow Boiler Technicians and Shipmates.

The highlight of this reunion for a lot of us Vietham Era crewmembers, wives, sons, daughters and friends
attending was the Memorial Service at the Vietnam War Memorial Wall, with our Commanding Captain, J. Edward Snyder,
RAdm, USN Ret. After my opening statement, “It Was Right”, BT1 Joe Wozniak’s (Viet Nam Era Rep.) Invocation prayed
by Mike Prime (Secretary,) Ed Campbell’s (Web-Master) reading of the names of our passed on Vietnam Era
Crewmembers, the sounding of the single “Clang!” of the bell by James Berry BT3/2 for each member. A memorial wreath
dedicated to all the fallen brothers and sisters of the Vietham War and also our Vietham Era Shipmates who have passed
on since the ship was placed in Commission April 6, 1968 was presented to the “Wall” by Captain Snyder and assisted by
Frank La Rosa, Executive Vice-President, Northern California Chapter of Viet Nam Veterans and donated by the attending
Viet Nam Veterans. Then our Captain, J.Edward Snyder, RAdm. USN Ret. gave an order to his Viet Nam Era Crew,
“USS New Jersey, Hand Salute” his first to us since he relinquished command of the USS New Jersey BB-62 at his
Change of Command Ceremony, Aug, 1969. (I know to many of us this was a very PROUD moment to be given the
opportunity to hear our beloved Skipper giving us these last commands.)

The solemn rendition of “TAPS” was given by the last official ship’s (Rating) Bugler, of the Navy, SN Bertrand
Trottier, and through teary eyes, Bert played his heart for all Viet Nam Veterans, | know there were a lot of teary eyes
attending and for many of us this was a closing of the Viet Nam War and maybe for some of the surrounding visitors to the
“Wall” who were courteous enough to await the ending of the Ceremony before continuing their observation of the Names
on The Wall.

| also want to thank Mrs. Frances Flora for the loan of the Vase and Rose for the “EMPTY CHAIR” and the help of
all who attended this great reunion, “Thank You.”

I must also welcome the new voted in members of the Board of Directors for the next four years, as stated below;
President, Mike Prime-Viet Nam * Vice-President — John Hagen — Persian Gulf * Secretary- Joe Dimaria- Viet Nam
Treasurer - Lou Ashby - Viet Nam * Membership Chairman - John Hayes - Viet Nam
Liaison Officer - Larry Kalakauskis - Viet Nam * W.WII Rep.- Bob Lavine— WWII Korea Rep. — Need one
Viet Nam Rep. - Joe Wozniak - Viet Nam * Lebanon'Persian Gulf Rep.- Mark Findby Persian Gulf
Web Master - Ed Campbell - Viet Nam * Small Stores - Joe Porambo — Korea* Veterans' Affairs - Victor Weaver - Korea
Jersey Bounce Editor - Peter VandeWalle - Persian Gulf * Master - at - Arms Edward Flaherty
Member - at — Large, Need one, * U.S. Marine Corp. Rep — Need one

See y'all next year at the Ship’s Reunion in 2005.

Respectfully,

Larry Kalakauskis, BTC USN Ret.
Liaison Officer, USS New Jersey Vets. Inc. 6



Shipmates and Families,

There is atheory that when we dream, every face we encounter is a face we have
actually seen. We may not recognize it, but the theory proposes that our mind does not
invent or make up new images, it searches our memory and fillsin new faces with old
oneson file. The theory goes on to say that nothing “new” is ever invented. But “new”
things are created by changing the way we use existing materials, and changing the way
we apply existing knowledge. Take the airplane for example. People saw birdsfly and
decided they wanted to be able to do that. So they start making things that looked like
bird wings. Then someone put it together that if they could match the right wing with an
engine strong enough, to move it fast enough across the ground, then the wings should
lift off the ground and carry the engine with it. The Wright brothers are credited with
being the first onesto put everything together in the right order. But they didn’t invent
flight, God did that.

Thisillustration reminds me that | have much for which to be thankful. Perhaps
we take too much credit for our accomplishments. | believe it aso reminds us that we are
called to make the world a better place. God gives us the resources and opportunities to
truly make a difference.

| can witness to you that the relationships built and maintained through this
organization and during our annual reunions truly make a difference. We make each
other better, in big and small ways. The shared stories and experiences bring joy and
sometime healing in avery specia way.

However, we should not take all the credit for our successes and good times. Let
us give thanks to God for every opportunity to come together in fellowship and
remembrance. May next year find us, once again, together in the presence of our Lord.

Blessings Abound,

Pastor Will Clark I

Chaplain, USS New Jersey Vets Inc

RM3, OC Div, *84-'86 , =y 1
ITCS(SWAW)(Ret  03) I

Prayer for Today: GraciousLord, You aretruly aKingworthy of my praise. Today | will look for the placesinmy lifethat need repair.
I will seek your will and with the help of your Spirit “ make my path straight.” Acknowledging your saving power | pray. AMEN.

Pastor Will Clark

AreYouAttending TheReunion On-Board USSNew Jer sey in 2005
Please Call Dick Esser @ (440) 246-5594 And L eave Him A M essage




Ed Campbell * 2354 MountainView Ct. * Fairfield, CA 94533-1081 * 707-428-5417* ed campbell @sbcglobal.net

FROM THE WEBMASTER

Dear Shipmates,

FOURMOREYEARS!!!! No, | amnot referencing therecent Presidentia Election. | amreferencing therecent el ection of
thenew Board of Directorsat our ReunioninWashington, D.C.. Thosepresent werekind enoughtore-elect metotheBoard
of Directors(Director/\Webmaster). You need to know that thisisthelast period | can serveinthiscapacity. Whether | was
re-el ected because everybody was sati sfied with my work or nobody e sewantsthejob isnot relevant. Thefactisoneof you
isgoing to haveto step up sometime soon to enableasmooth trangition when thetime comes. You know how toreachme.

TheShip'sStoreisnow availableontheWeb Site. That isto say you canview many of theitemsavailableand print theorder
formtomail to Joe Porambo. Therewill beimprovementsfromtimetotime. Tofindthe Smal Storespagegoto
Membership Information and look for thelink ontheleft Sdeof thepage.

| persondlly enjoyed our Reunion thisyear for severd reasons; I’ d never beenatourisinD.C., thehotd wasinavery
convenient location, therewereno mgor mafunctionsor chalenges, thetoursweregood and thepoliticswerekept at a
minmum

| saidthisinmy last missivebut I’ [l say it onemoretime. Theahility to post the Jersey Bounceon our Web Sterepresentsa
potentidly sgnificant savingin our operating budget. However, wewill continueto mail it tothoseof youwho do not have
computerswith internet accessand eventhose of youwho do but don't fed ready to trust the computer over the USPS. If
you haven't dready contacted Pete VandeWal le about your preference, pleasedo so soon.

E-mail addresschangenatificationisimproving. Inthevery near futurewewill probably be updating our Web SteRoder.
No meantask that may take severa weeks. You could reducethat timeif you' d just double check your entry and makeany
necessary correctionsyourself. | know many of you aredoing that dready and | thank you.

I’ vereceived afew photosof the Reunion and haven't had thetimeto post themyet. If youhavesomeyou' dliketo share,
pleasee-mall themor mail them.

TheHoliday Seasonisjust around the corner so, allow metowishyou al aHappy Holiday Season.




TheAnnua Reunion Banquet & Business Meeting

One of theenjoyable partsof our annual reunion banquet isdressing up and having aportrait taken with your wifeor
family member who attended with you. It isasmall token, but does show to theworld that yes, A Battleship Sailor can
clean up nicely. After our dinner of London Broil or Chicken Picataand afew cupsof coffee, it wastimefor Captain
Pennington to speak of histime aboard USS New Jersey. How hard it must have been to be given ordersto command
thegreatest USNaval vessel only tolearnthat your mission wasto place her in mothballs. Somehow, Captain
Pennington knew theimportance of hisrespons bility ashewrotethewordsthat would later be repeated by President
Ronald Reagan at her recommissioning " Sleep Lightly and hear the call; Fire Power for Freedom™ A night of dancing,
somecaledit that and great conversation followed beforetapswasfinaly caled just after midnight.
The next morning brought about thefamous chow linefor breakfast and our general mesting. This
year included el ection for officersand directorsof USSNew Jersey Inc. Inamovethat speeded up
the process significantly, voting wasdoneon a"Hand Vote" asapposed to thewritten ballot. Inthe
end, We elected anew President in Mike Prime. Mikeresidesin Fulton, NY andisaretired Deputy
Sheriff with 23 yearsin the Oswego County Department. Mike served aboard the USS New
Jersey during the Vietham Erafrom Dec 1967 - Dec 1969 before being transferred to the USS
Bradley DE-1041. Mike completed hismilitary servicein hisreserveunit retiring after morethen 28
years. Hehasawife; Bonniea 14 year old son Michaegl and 28 year old daughter Deniseaswell as
a3year old grandson Zach. Also el ected were our new Vice President; John Hagan, anew Membership Director; John
Hayesand new Treasurer; LouisAshby and anew Secretary; Joe Dimaria. Also reelected by unanimousvotewere
Director of VeteransAffairs; Vic Weaver, small storesdirector; Joe Porambo, Master at Arms; Edward Flaherty and
Web Master; Ed Campbell. Itisgreat honor that each of theseformer crewmembers accepted the responsibility of
moving our organization forward into thefuture. After adiscussion about hol ding our 2005 reunion on board the USS
New Jersey, it was voted to hold our 2006 reunionin San Antonio, TX. For those of you who have never been to San
Antonio, surf theweb for the many interesting thingsthereareto do in that great Texastown. You will be surprised. We
ended by drawing thewinning namesof our 50/50 raffle. Asyou know, the proceedsfrom our raffle are used to support
our scholarship program and to provide scholarship grantsto family membersof USS New Jersey Inc membersin good
standing. The prizemoney, thisyear totaling $2,341, was awarded asfollows: 4th Place - James Beary $234.10/ 3rd
Place- Elanor Porambo $468.20/ 2nd Place - Delores Ricker $702.30 and 1st Place - James Miller $936.40

A Note from One of our Scholarship Winners
Dear USS New Jersey Veterans,

Thank you so much for the monetary contribution to my education at Furman University. The scholarshipisgreatly
appreciated. | amvery much enjoying my time hereat Furman and am learning so much. | aman anticipated politica
science mg or, with apossible doublemajor in either math or business. | am grestly looking forward to the next four
years.

| just wanted tolet you know how much your contribution isappreciated and well worthit. | am maintaining above
averagegradesinmy classesand | haveal Ph.D. professors. Theeducation | will leave Furmanwith will be excelent,
and | hopeto takethat knowledgeto aprestigiouslaw school, but | am not surewhereyet.

Thanksagain,
Jeannie Tanner
Grand-daughter of John G Vance



' S S 1 L A Note from Edie Norton
Dear USS New Jersey Veterans,
| would liketothank everyonefor therekindnesstowardsmy son Brian and | whilein Washington D.C.
Everyonewent out of their way to makeusfeel welcomeand to help usin any way. | washesitant at first to
attend thereunion, thinking | won’t know anyone, but everyone cameup to usand introduced themselves,
madeusfeel likepart of thegroup. If Tim werealive, | know hewould say,” seel told you Edie, the New
Jersey guysareagreat bunch of guys!”

Thememorial at theVietham Wall wasso touching...it will bewith meforever. | cried whenthey read “ It was
right”, everyonearound mecried..even passer sby wept. It truly touched everyone' sheart! It mademy son
and | feel soproud of Tim and all those who served on the USS New Jersey .

| felt it aprivilegeand honor to bewith all the vets of the USS New Jer sey, they were so proud of serving
their country when called toduty. | and many otherslikemeappreciateall that they havedone.

Thank you onceagain for such amemor able experienceand for all your kindness. And thank you for
honoring my latehusband, Timothy Norton...newould be so proud!

Sincerely

EdieNorton

Vietnam Veteransat TheMemoria Wall

Top Left toRight: Capélli, Ohlme, ??, Padilla, Al Smith, Admiral Snyder, MikePrime, ??,Larry K
Bottom L eft toRight: Frank LaRosa, ?? Hayes, ??, Trotter, ??, Ed Campbell, Berry, Ashby
Sharewith methenamesof thosel havemissed for inclusion in thenext issue of The Jer sey Bounce 10



Theday isFriday October 1, 2004

Onthisday at 10am abus carrying USS New Jersey Veteransand their families, left the Hilton in Crystal
City Virginia, for a‘ Remembrance and Wreath laying Ceremony’ at the Vietnam Veteran'sMemoria in
Washington DC. Aswetraveled, people’s conversations and expressions werelighthearted and cheerful.

Thebusarrived and we gathered asagroup, with different conversations going on about the various
memorials. Now for those who had never been there before, the Vietnam Memorial was nowherein sight,
but for those who have had the honor of visiting “TheWall”, we knew it could not be seen from the street,
because of it'sdesign.

Asweled people down the path that took usto thewall, the conversation was still
lighthearted and some were sharing memories of the past. We who had been there
before, knew that soon all conversation would cease with the unforgettableimage.
Andthereit was, therising wedge of granitewith itsmirrored black finish, with
the names of our fallen heroes etched into it. What a powerful moment that is
when you first encounter “TheWall” and cometo therealization that all thetens
of thousands of namesyou see, represent our military sons and daughterswho spilled their blood and gave
their livesfor OUR freedom. At thismomentintime, | felt great pride, that we had come to honor them.

.
e

We opened the ceremony with Larry “ Ski” Kalakauskis (BTU USN Ret). Hisfirst wordswere”| T WAS
RIGHT” reflecting thefeelings of all the officersand crew, that our duty, our devotion, and our belief, that
we wer e right to bethere, serving God and our country.

In our heartswe knew that our fire support missions absol utely reduced casualties and saved the lives of
thousands of USand alied troopsin Vietnam. And it wastheright thing to do.

After the opening remarks, Michael Prime (SH1 USNR Ret) read the Invocation and a
prayer, which brought ustogether spiritually asafamily, not just acrew. Then Ed Campbell
(ETNS3) read “Remembrance’, aroll call of al former Vietnam EraBB-62 shipmates, who
have passed on but are not forgotten. Now it wastimefor the“Memoria Wreath
Presentation” which was performed by the former Captain of the USS New Jersey BB-62
Vietnam Era, RAdm JEdward Snyder Jr and Frank LaRosa (SN), who assisted with the
placement of the Wreath at Vietham Memoria Wall.

“...thismemorial isfor those who have died, and for usto remember them.”
- MayaYing Lin, designer, Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall
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Theinscription on the picturein the middle of the wreath reads:

“On behalf of agrateful nation, the Officersand Crew of the Battleship USS New Jer sey BB-62
Vietham Era, we Remember, Honor and Salute all those whose names are engraved on this
memorial and who made the ultimate sacrifice and paid the ultimate price. They gavetheir lives
while serving their country with Honor, Bravery, Heroism, and Pride, in a battlefor Liberty and
Freedom, for the people of South Vietham. God BlessYou”

RAdm Snyder then called hisformer ships company to attentionin a‘ Salute of Honor’ and paid their
respectsto all thefallen heroes, whilethe ship’sBugler Bertrand Trottier(QM SN) played TAPS. At the
breathtaking ceremony, therewasn’t aface without atear. RAdm Snyder called usto ‘ at-ease’, and with
great pride he took over the closing remarks. He spoke of the honor, respect, and gratitude we oweto the
men and women who gavetheir livesin Vietnam and of their great sacrifices. People said it wasabeautiful
ceremony and wasdonewith agreat deal of honor, respect, pride, and dignity.

For many BB-62 Vietnam EraVeteransthiswasalong overdue ceremony, and we | eft
feeling that it touched our hearts profoundly and it validated our serviceto the country
that wefelt honored and proud to be ableto serve. It seemed like the beginning of a
r 4 processthat will let usheal old emotional and psychological wounds. | feel that being
1 ?fl' i at the Memorial and having the ceremony was so unforgettable because of all the
7 peoplewho attended, and | want to thank you from the bottom of my heart. | will never
forget it.

Liberty and Freedom is never free, the cost for both is priceless, becauseit’s paid with the blood of the
men and women in our military/armed forces. So please, let them know how much they are appreciated for
thelr service to our country.

| wish everyone good health, and happiness. May God blessyou all.

Frank A.LaRosaJr
USSNew Jersey BB-62 Vietnam Era.

12



Were Are They Now?
Admiral J. Edward Snyder

| had only heard talk of Admiral Snyder fromthelikesof peoplelike Ed Campbell and Larry Kalakauskis, but had
never had the honor and privilege of meeting himin person let a one spend any timetalking with skipper of theUSS
New Jersey during theViet Nam Era. Asisthe casein most thingsthat welay clamto asours; "How could any Captain
of suchafineship every compare with the Captain that guided her during my time on board?’ Then | met Admiral
Snyder!

We had planned to meet on acouple of different occasionsduring theweek in Washington, DC but something always
seemto derail that plan. It wasn't until during breakfast of our last day at the hotel that | had the honor to it with
Admira Snyder and acoupleof crewmenwho served under him during the Vietnam era:

Raised in Grand Forks, North Dakotathe son of aminister. Senator Gerad P. Nyewasamember of hisfathers
congregation and got him the appointment to the USNaval Academy. Did thefuture Admiral choosethe Navy to get
away from thelandlocked regionsof North Dakota? No, It wasa4 year appointment to the Naval Academy and it was
free”, besides| wasthe only onein North Dakotawho could spell Navy. He hasn't been back since.

Surviving 2 class" A" offensesat Annapolisfor turning applejuiceinto wine (actually completely by accident) and the
other for ahazing offense that even he admitswasamistake. On hismidshipman summer cruise onthe USSArkansas,
aWWI Battleship hegot hisfirst taste of being abattleship sailor. Whileon leavevisiting hismother at Christmastime,
hemet Mary Louisat theloca drug store. Being asophomore at the Academy, hewasn't dlowed to marry. Two years
later, heand Mary Louiswere married and together had 2 children. Hisdaughter isan artist living inthe Washington,
D.C. areawhilehisson livesonthewest coast.

Talking about and with hiscrew membersbringsabout the biggest signsof pride. It wasduring our conversation at this
timethat | began to understand the difference between the Vietham Eraveteransand the veterans of the Erathat | wasa
part of . "You haveto recognizethat during Vietnam the USS New Jersey wasthe only battleship on activeduty inthe
world. The90'serahad acrew of 1556 instead of 3300" Wewereall by ourselvesand could do what ever we
wanted, and by that | meanwhat | wanted" InVietnam, wewerebasically an artillery piece. Wedidn't fight other ships
and wereredlly only fired at onetime. Hedidn't hit anything, and wewereabig target. Contrary to newsreportsthat
cameout on acoupleof occas onsthat the ship had come under attack. When Admiral McCain sent out aflash
message asking for adamage report, Captain Snyder reported what appeared to be 6 golf ballshad gone overhead.
Sending that inamanner that blocked all other message traffic from coming or going seemsto sum up agreat dedl of his
time on board. Even when somereporter fromthe New York Timesfiled areport stating "USS New Jersey Sinks
Idand”. It wasn't long before Captain Snyder received arather urgent messagefrom General Abramsrelayinga
messagefrom " The Chairman on MaBell" to get out of there. It would seem that then Secretary Henry Kissinger was
having abit of achallengein peace negotiationswith the USS New Jersey blowing the snot out of anything that camein
itsway. TheAdmiral isalso proud to notethat their wereno U.S. casuatieswithin 25 milesof thelocation of hisship.
About the crew; They did what ever they wanted to do. When ever you asked them to do something, they aready had
itdone. "They werevery proud of the ship and | can understand that." Moral was better then any shipthat | had
already been on." Fromjoining hiscrew onthe messdecksfor measor making surethecrew got mail. "When any
genera from shore came onboard, hewasrequired to bring mail with them for the crew. Frominviting Marineson

board for ahot meal and ashower to setting up aclosecircuit television network on board ship, it iseasy to seewhy so
many of theVietnam Veterans speak so highly of their former commander. Today, Admiral Snyder residesin Washington
DC. | look forward to hearing hisstoriesat the reunion in VValley Forge and on board USS New Jersey.

Doyou haveasuggestion for " WereAreThey Now?" E-mail meat peterv_bb62@yahoo.com
13



TheUSSNew Jersey Story

New Jersey was recommissioned at Bayonne, NJ on 21 November 1950 under the command of Captain David M. Tyree. Sailing from Norfolk, Vaon

16 April 1951 she arrived on the east coast of Korea on 21 May. New Jersey opened up it first shore bombardment at Wonsan. During her two tours
of duty in Korean waters, she was again and again to play the part of seaborne mobile artillery. However, at Wonsan, she received her only combat
casualty of the Korean War. When New Jersey took a hit from a shore battery on her number 1 turret, it also recorded its only casualty of the Korean
war and the only on board combat casualty in the elite history of the USS New Jersey. SN Robert H. Osterwind died of wounds received these
actions. SNJ.E. Schaniel, SN J.H. Dzekon and SN A.A. Bailey were awarded Purple Hearts for injures that they received in this battle.

Between 23 & 27 May and again on 30 May, 1951, New Jersey pounded targets new Yangyang and Kansong, dispersing troop concentrations,
dropping a bridge span and destroying three large ammunition dumps. On 4 June, with Admiral Arthur W. Radford, commander in Chief Pacific Fleet
and ViceAdmiral C. Turner Joy, Commander Baval Forces Far East aboard, New Jersey bombarded targets at Wonsan and two days later at Kansong
she fired her main battery at artillery regiment and truck encampment, with Seventh Fleet aircraft spotting targets and reporting the successes. When
again off of Wonsan, she again was under attack from shore batteries. After afew near misses splashed to port, New Jersey's precision fire silenced
the enemy and destroyed several gun emplacements. Just over a month later, returning to Wonsan, New Jersey again showed the procession of her
crew and her guns by firing aperfect 5 for 5 direct hits on gun emplacements on the beach.

On 1 October 1951, General Omar Bradley, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and General Matthew B. Ridgeway, Commander in Chief Far East,
came aboard to confer with Admiral Martin. Between 1 and 6 October New Jersey was in action at Kansong, Hambung, Hungnam, Tanchon and
Songjin. Supply concentrations, Enemy Bunkers, railroads, tunnels, bridges, shore batteries and an oil refinery were no match for the 16 inch guns of
The Battleship. In acombined effort with the British ship HMS Belfast and pilots from the HMAS Sydner completed a5 hour bombardment leveling
10 artillery positions, smashing trenches and bunkers while inflicting some 500 casualties. As reported by a spotter over Kansong; "beautiful shooting
every shot on target-most beautiful shooting | have seenin five years."

Relieved asflagship by the USSWisconsin, New Jersey cleared Yokosukafor Hawaii, Long Beach and the Panama Canal returning 20 December for a
six month overhaul. New Jersey then spent the summer under the flag of Rear Admiral H.R. Thurber during NROTC midshipman training cruise of
Cherbourg, Lisbon and the Caribbean. On 5 March 1953 New Jersey set sail from Norfolk on her second tour of duty in Korea.

USS New Jersey relieved the USS Missouri BB-63 as the flagship of Vice Admiral Joseph H. Clark, Commander Seventh Fleet. She wasted no time
scoring 7 direct hitsin 7 minutes in Chongjin. At Pusan, New Jersey manned the rails for welcome the President of the Republic of Korea and

M adame Rhee along with American Ambassador Ellis O. Briggsin celebration of her 10th birthday. Editors Note: Interesting how when America wants
to show its mightiest strength, they show the world " The Battleship”. Between 23 May and 26 July 1953 continued to blast away at targetsin her
scope. From Train, coastal guns, bridges, factory's and oil storage tanks New Jersey took out whatever was of danger to American and Republic of
Koreasolders and marines.

On July 29th, the USS New Jersey learned of the truce in the Korean War. The crew celebrated on 20 August during a seven day visit at Hong Kong.
She continued operations around Japan and off of Formosato complete her tour including a visit to Pusan receiving the Korean Presidential Unit
Citation for the Seventh Fleet from President Rhee. Returning to Norfolk 14 November, New Jersey spend the next two summers training
Midshipmen and sharpening her skills with maneuvers along the Atlantic Coast and in the Caribbean.

USS New Jersey set sail on 7 September 1955 with her first cruise with the Sixth Fleet in the Mediterranean. Completing additional midshipmen
training in the summer of 1956. On 27 August she made took on her final tour of duty under Vice Admiral Charles Wellborn participating in NATO
exercises off Scotland and paid an official visit to Norway were she hosted Crown Prince Olaf before returning to Norfolk on 15 October.

14 December marked the arrival of the USS New Jersey at New York Naval Shipyard before being decommissioned at Bayoone 21 August 1957.

A Side Note on SN Robert H Osterwind & The Korean War USS New Jersey Veterans
Memoriasare often raised in honor of deceasd heros, but too often they are of stone, lifelessobjectsof littleuseto the
living. Inmemory of SN Osterwind, YN3 G.A. Innocenti presented acheck from shipscompany of the USSNew
Jersey to the Damon Runyon Cancer Research Fund. Over 50 years|ater, thisorganizationisstill working strong to
fight and find acurefor Cancer. To learn more, go to www.cancerresearchfund.org. 14
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ltems Presently On Hand in Small Stores

Golf Shirt (Blue) — Embroidered on front over pocket $22.00

Golf Shirt (White) — W/ Pocket Screen Printed Front & Back  $19.00
Availablein Large & ExtraLarge Only

Sweatshirt (Blue) — Embroidered $21.00
Available in Medium, Large & ExtraLarge

Satin Baseball Jacket (Royal Blue) — $36.00
Embroidered on Front / Screen Print of Ship on Back
Availablein Large & ExtraLarge Only

Coach Style Jacket (Navy Blue) USS New Jersey Silhouette  $26.00
Embroidered Left Chest / Available in Medium, Large & ExtralLarge

Hat — USS New Jersey on Front $12.00 ea.
“WWII” on back “Plankowner” on back
“Korea’ on back “Vietnam” on back
Hat — (White) USS New Jersey $12.00 ea.
“WWII” on back “Plankowner” on back “Korea’ on back
Hat — (Red) — USS New Jersey $12.00 ea.
ALL HATSAVAILABLE IN SMALL, MEDIUM & LARGE
Socks (White) — USS New Jersey BB-62 $8.00 pair
PINS: $4.00 ea.
Lone Sailor USS New Jersey BB-62
Cross Flags Navy Cross Flags WW!I11 V eterans
Cross Flags Vietnam V eterans WWII Veteran
Korea Veteran Vietnam Veteran

USS New Jersey Reunion Lapel Pin

SHIPPING AND HANDLING —ALL ITEMS $4.95 15




USS NEW JERSEY (BB-62) NAME PLATE ORDER FORM

section #1

{Cor:h;ré‘rgéécﬂon #1 by seleciing any desired Plate(s)
for both Crew Members and Guests/Spouses)

[:l Provice Stanciard Styie | 2,0 X 3.0¢ Craw
wembear Pigte, (White/Blue Leters)

LSS NEW JEIRSZY

Plecse print desired text Gs you wish it displaysd

on the {3) ines provided, We raserve the right 1o
fe=grange tent 05 requlired for puroosas of ciarty
and to minimize letter distortion. Enter such data

Qs Name, Rate, Theatar of Service, Sendce Years, etc,

Select Guest Plate

D Provide Stanciard Shie t 2.0" X 3.0" Guest
Mernber [Nawy), (White/Blua Leters)

USS NEW JERSEY
BB-62

[] Provide Style it 1.0° X 3.0" Guest
Mernber Bodgs,

{Guest Name)

Sgc’rion 2-- Complete Back of Form for any required aftachments,

Section 3--Pricing
Qv g Iotal
Sile (Badges ... X$600= _
SivlellBadges .. .. X$300= .
Attachments — X$200 = ——
(From Back of
Form)
Shipping/Postage 9200
Totail —
Make Checks/Money Crders Payable 10.
Joseph Porambo

Section 4--Mall Badges to:
{Plecss Provide Your Address)

Name
Address 1 ..
Addrass 2

Chy
Stte 2P
Telephone |

E-Meit {if avaliable)

—— i,

Mall Completed Order Forms To:

Joseph S. Porambo
15603 Elder Avenue

Chesapeake VA 23325 16



Mark Your Required History String (S)

Indicate your reguired Reunion History Badges by placing an “X” in the gppropriate Column next to the
Reunion City you attended

(Note: Each of the Fallowing Strings are $2.00 Each)

Washington, DC ‘04
Vdley Force, VA 05

Attachment Name Crew Guest

Aankowner

City: Year

Long Bea_:h’ CA :82 _ _ If ordering more than (1) Guest String,
Atlantic City, NJ 4 - please make attachment listing Guest
Indiangpalis, IN '86 Datafor Badge and Associated
New Orleans, LA '38 Reunion History Required. _
DaytonaBeach, FL  '90 Include_c_ontents of the attachment in
Nashville, TN 92 ey CU B QTY
Cherry Hill, NJ ‘93

San Diego, CA ‘A PLEASE BE SURE TO INCLUDE
Norfolk, VA. 05 YOUR PHONE NUMBER WITH
Fort Mitchdl KY. '9%6 - ALL SVIALL STORE ORDERS
Danvers, MA. 97

Colorado Springs, CO'98 | Totd Cities Sdlected

Seettle, WA. '99

Daytona, FL. '00

Branson, MO. 01

Cherry Hill, NJ. '02

LasVegas NV '03

The Ship Smal Stores
Avalableonlineat:
http:// www.ussnewjersey.org/store/default.htm
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USS NEW JERSEY VETERANS INC. / SCHOLARSHIP FUND

U.S.S.NEW JERSEY VETERANS, INC. will maintain Scholarship Awardsto be given annually. A committee,
appointed by the President and approved by the Board of Directorswill make recommendationsto the assembled
Membersat aGeneral Membership Meeting for approval. Applicationsfor the Scholarship Award must bereceived by
the committee not later than July 15, 2005.

Applications postmarked later than July 15, 2005 will not be accepted.

GUIDELINES

1
2.
3.

© N o O &

No committee Member’sfamily or relativesaredigiblefor an award

Scholarshipswill be awarded to deserving studentswho have maintained a“B” or 3.0 Grade Point Average
Student must be aGraduating Senior, attending an A ccredited High School / Vocation Technical Institution.
Graduating in the Class of 2005.

Applicationsmust be recommended by their High School Counselor.

Award must be used at an Accredited Education/ Technical Institution for Undergraduate Studies.
Awardsare Not Availablefor Graduate Study

TheAward will bepaid directly to the Ingtitution selected.

Publicity will be donethrough the USS New Jersey Veterans Newd etter.

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

1

© O N kWD

Any son, daughter or grandchild of amember in good standing, includes children of amember ingood
standing who passed way during the current membership year. (Must beaUSSNew Jersey Veteran)
Must beaHigh School Senior, Graduating inthe Class of 2004.

Official Transcriptsfor the 11" and 12" Grades, submitted with Application

Two (2) Academic References

Student’sPersonal Resume

Student’ sHand Written Essay

Name of Educational / Technica Ingtitutionyou will attend

June 1, 2004 isthelast date to request Scholarship Application.

Scholarship winnerswill be notified by phone and afollow-up letter from the President of the USSNew
Jersey Veteransinc.

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION INCLUDED IN NEWSLETTER

Submit Application to: Mr.MikePrime

703 Seneca Street
Fulton, NY 13069 18
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BATTLESHIP
Touring The Battleship?
| had the occasion to be going to Philadel phialast weekend and took my wifeaong becausel liketo. What trip within
100 milesof the Battleship would beworth taking if you didn't stop at home. It'skind of amilk and cookies sortathing.
Thiswould bemy wifesfirst visit on board and | wasvery much looking forward to showing her around. Particularly
because | am from the L ebanon Era, what the ship looksliketoday isvery closeto when | wason board. | still know
weremy rack wasand the galley will never change. Coming over the bridgefrom Philadelphiathefirst thing | noticedis
that thereareno signstelling people how to get to the ship. Therewasasign for CampbellsField and | knew it was
near there, but for those confused on abusy highway, that can easily bemissed. Arriving at the parking lot and walking
with my wifeto the ship wasextraspecia. Remember thefirst timeyou saw The Battleship? Of courseweall do.
Second best to that isseeing her through someone elseeyesfor their first time. For somereason, | felt thisheart tugging
pridein standing therewith my wifenext to meas she said nothing but her look said everything. Wewalked up tothe
ticket window were | showed my USS New Jersey Veterans Inc. membership card. | wasthen charged $8 for thetour.
| mentioned that | wasaformer crewmember and my wife said, "Don't worry about it, they need the money anyway."
The youngticket lady; who wasbehind theregister and very busy on the phonetalking with someonewho had littleto
dowiththe USSNew Jersey.. (Anyway), shedidn't think twice as she handed meour ticketsand didn't say aword.
Walking up the stairsto the gang plank and walking on to the quarter deck with asaluteto the ensign and asaluteto the
Officer of the Day as| requested permission to come aboard. Weweredirected to follow thered linesaround the ship
for theself guided tour and off wewent. From thegun turretstothegalley | don't havetotell you thefeelingsof being
on board again. The Volunteer staff on board isincredible. Ask aquestion or go around the ship and nobody bothers
you at all aslong asyou don't go below the 2nd deck. Downthere, thelightsare off and the areaclosed for safety
reasons. Walking up on the bridge, there has been some damageto the Admirals Chair. Other areas have been turned
into catering and private areasthat are not open to peoplewalking the ship. Thefantail isonebig tent and closed off. |
want totell you al what awonderful placethisis. The history isamazing and thefee ishome. Asl walked ongthe
deck, it wasinteresting to notice the amount of people showing off theold girl to family and friends. | guessover a60+
year history, there may have been morethen acouple of pairsof bootsthat have walked on her teak decking.

Walk downto werethey have constructed the signaturewall and you can
seethenamesof al theformer crewmemberswho havevisited sincethe
ship shereturned to Camden. Asyou seethe name of aformer shipmate,
your heart racesjust abit more asyou wonder how you missed seeing
them on board. Seeing the Boy Scoutson board for atour that day also
reminded measto why it was so important to bring the USS New Jersey
back and open her hatchesto the public. While not every kid understood
thehistory of theworldsgreatest battleship, thelook in the eyes of those
who did, made up for therest. Read some of the commentsin the guest
log located next to the gedunk and you will read from both sides. The
oneswho appreciate and the oneswho ssmply won't understand. Yet!
Thevolunteerson board are absolutely great. Tell them you areaformer crewmember and thereisvery littlethey won't
dofor you. Help you find your bunk area, take you behind the scenes or to your old work station to making sureyou
get downtothesignaturewall and ad your namefor everyoneto see.

Arethere challenges, absolutely. The souvenir shopismissing key itemsand | believethat $60 for asweater isabit
much. It seemslike catering ishandled by acontractor who haslittle understanding about the ship itself and how to
handletheteak decking. But in theend, nothing can detract from that smileyou'll get and the prideyou'll fell from seeing
the USS New Jersey tied to the pier at Camden, New Jersey.
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USS New Jersey ViethamVeter an'
BB-62 Memorial TapsList

"1t Was Right!"
This was a common phrase during our era. Viet Na

Shipmates,

| will not go into the poalitics of the Vietham War as it was. | will state however, that we the crew of
the USS New Jersey BB-62, in the Republic of Viet Nam waters did " Report For Duty" on 28 September
1968 and departed 1 April 1969 having preformed " Our Duty" asrequired by honorable sailors at sea on a
ship of thelineand " It Was Right!"

We stand herein front of " The Vietham Memorial Wall" in the tribute of our fallen brothers and
sisters so enshrined here forever. We salute them in honor and also in remembrance of our departed ship-
mates, USS New Jersey BB-62 Vietham Era.

Although we never sustained any casualties of war, we sustained the condemnation of our fellow
Americans and that alone was sufficient to wound our hearts and mind. We are here at the site of " The
Healing Wall" , hopefully to put aside emotions of the stain placed on us during that war period and reflect
with our Captain; retired Admiral J. Edward Snyder, Commanding Officer, USS New Jersey BB-62, Ship-
mates, Relatives and Friends to do what every Sailor at Sea deserves. " To be remembered and given a final
tribute and salute." Aswe read the names of our departed comrades on this date, 1 October 2004, let us not
forget that they " Did Their Duty” in an unpopular war and " It Was Right: Shipmates, we salute you!.
BTC Larry Kalakauskis, USN Ted.#@ Fireroom, 1967-1969

In Memory

FT3 Armon Baker FM Division BT1William Crocker B Division
BT1 Jack Davis B Division PO3WilliamEldridge @ B&RDivision
CMAA LyleChastain XO JamesElfelt

William Goss 1st Division |C2 Tom Grogan EDivison
EM3 John Kelso EDivison MR2 James Gundlach ~ A Divison
SK3 Gregory Haines S-1Divison YNCAndrew Lavella ~ X Division
Ronald Lefferts D Division GeradLittell 1st Division
AVM?2 Frank McCance AV Division NorrisHerbert N Division
MM3 David Norton M Division BT3 Timothy Norton B Divison
Richard Osgood 5th Divison Wesley Owens

William Stiefel Fenton Terbush

Jeffrey Verndlis Public Affairs DCL1 Carl Weaver R Division
BT3 Robert Williams B Division SK1 Robert Wilson S-1Division
Ens Joseph Zagjicek B Division BT2 Frank Hargrove B Division
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"A SailorsLike"

| amsitting hereand thinking of thedays| l&ft behind Blair Schetrompf US Navy Retired

And| think I'll put on paper what ison my mind USS New Jersey May 47 - April 48
] ] ) o Shared this poem with me dated

Peopleontheoutsidethink aSailorslifeisswell USS New Jersey BB-62

But I'll let youin on something Bud August 7, 1947

A SallorslifeisHdl

_ _ _ _ From the Walls of the World War 11
But aSailor hashisconsolation gather closeand | will tell Memorial

When| diel'll goto heaven, causel'vedonemy hitchin hell

I've scrubbed amillion bulkheadsand I've chipped ten milesof paint
A meaner placethissideof hell | swear toyouthereain't

I'vestood for endlesshoursjust waiting for my mail
I've stood amillion watches, been on every specia detail

I've shined amillion miles of brassand I've scrubbed my dirty duds
I've swung amillion hammocksand I've peeled amillion spuds

I've cruised ahundred thousand milesand I've made athousand ports |
I'vespent anightindirty jailsjust trying to beasport

But whenthefinal tap'sare sounded and | lay asidelifescares
I'll take my final shoreleaveright up those" Golden Stairs'

Thentheangleswill welcomemeandtheir harpswill sweetly play
For | signed athousand pay checksand I've spent them in aday

Then Saint Peter will greet meand loudly hewill say
Takeyour front seat in Heaven Sailor,
causeyou'vedoneyour "HitchinHell"

AreYou Joining UsOn Board in 2005

In 2002, The USS New Jersey Veterans Association held itsannual reunion in Cherry Hill, NJ
about our home, the USS New Jersey. Well over 1350 fellow members came together for avery
successful get-together. For those of you who were in attendance, you know that things got a bit
cramped. Better yet, if you were from the Lebanon ERA or in some cases, the Vietnam ERA you
were relegated to passageway seating. Kind of reminded me of being akid again at Grandma's
for Thanksgiving. Anyway, in order to help make our gathering a bit more comfortable and
pleasant we are asking that any of you who are planning on attending the reunion on board The
Big"J' in 2005 to please send Ray Casey an e-mail at info@militaryreunionplanners.com. or
contact Dick Esser at (440) 246-5594 and |eave amessage. Thank youl!



USSNew Jersey Reunion
Webster definesreunion asastate of being reunited. Brilliant, isn'tit. But if you giveit somethought, what our reunions
doisprovidefor each and everyoneof ustoreliveatimein our livesthat ismuch different than theliveswelive now.
For those who attend the events, it must be avery special timethat can only be explained by wewho arethere. And
yet, for thosethat arethere, no explanationisnecessary. To that wonderful end, takealook at afew pictureswhichin
and of themselves hel p to explain why we cometogether every year to be... Reunited.




