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Looking Ahead to The Jerseyman in 2013  
Rich Thrash, Brass Team Volunteer 
I hope everyone had a great Holiday Season and a Happy New Year! Now that I’ve produced my first two 
issues of The Jerseyman I have a much better idea of what it’s going to take to make this happen every 
quarter. I would like to thank all of you who have contributed articles so far, you’ve made my job a lot easier!  
In 2013 I plan on continuing to include content about events currently happening on the ship, while at the 
same time also featuring articles about historic events for the Battleship New Jersey. With that in mind I 
thought I’d share with you an outline of historical articles I plan to feature in the remaining three issues this 
year so you’ll have an idea of the coming attractions. In addition to that though, and more importantly from 
my point of view, it is to enlist your help with those feature pieces. There are a number of what I’d call 
significant milestone dates coming up in 2013 regarding the Battleship which I’d like to cover, so I’m 
reaching out to those of you who served on the ship to share your experiences. By letting everyone know 
well in advance I’m hoping we can get some really interesting glimpses into what it was like to be a 
Battleship Sailor at pivotal times in history. Below is a table showing the feature historical articles I’ll be 
working on for the next three issues. 
  
2nd Quarter Issue - Publish 4/1 3rd Quarter Issue - Publish 7/1 4th Quarter Issue - Publish 10/1 
Battleship New Jersey related Feature Stories 

May 23, 1943 - 70 years ago  
Original Commissioning - World War II 

July 27, 1953 - 60 years ago 
End or Korean War 

December 25, 1968 - 45 years ago 
Bob Hope’s USO Show off the coast of 
Vietnam 

April 6, 1968 - 45 years ago 
Ships Recommissioning - Vietnam War 

September 30, 1968 - 45 years ago 
1st day on the gunline off Vietnam 

October 23, 1983 - 30 years ago 
Terrorist attack on the Marine Barracks 
in Beirut, Lebanon 

May 10, 1983 - 30 years ago 
1st surface ship to launch Tomahawk 

September 25, 1983 - 30 Years ago 
Battleship takes up station off Lebanon 
to provide gunfire support for Marines 

December 24, 1983 - 30 years ago 
Bob Hope’s USO Show off the coast of 
Lebanon 

 
So there you have it, my working outline for feature historical articles in The Jerseyman for 2013. While I, or 
one of my other contributors, can easily write a historical account covering any one of these events, what 
we can’t do is provide those personal insights that can only come from someone who was actually there.  
What was it like to be present at a commissioning or recommissioning of the ship? What do you remember 
about the day terrorists bombed the Marine Barracks in Beirut, killing a Battleship crewmember? What were 
you doing that first day on the gunline off the coast of Vietnam, or when Bob Hope and his gang showed up 
on Christmas Day, 1968? What was it like when you heard the Korean War was over, and the next stop was 
liberty call in Japan? These are the things that only you guys who were there know, and I’m asking you to 
share. Please send me an e-mail at rich@ussnewjersey.com if you are interested in sharing your accounts 
of any of these events or perhaps even writing complete articles, I look forward to hearing from you!       

  

 

  

  
“Rest well, yet sleep lightly and hear the call, if again sounded, to provide Firepower for Freedom…”  
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Historic Jerseyman Issue - March 1953 

 

 FLASHBACK to March 1953  
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Historic Jerseyman Issue - March 1953 
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From the Office of the Executive Director 
Phil Rowan, Executive Director, Battleship New Jersey 
I hope everyone had a joyous holiday season and will experience a prosperous new year. The Battleship 
New Jersey Museum and Memorial has completed another successful year of presenting the ship to 
thousands of visitors both young and old. On December 7th, we celebrated Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 
and the 70th anniversary of the launching of the world’s greatest battleship into the Delaware River here on 
the New Jersey.   

Our ship’s veterans were back onboard again in August to honor their former shipmates and to see the work 
our volunteers have done to bring many areas of the ship back to life. The Battleship New Jersey was 
chosen by the readers of Philadelphia Magazine as the best historical attraction in the Philadelphia Region. 
The New Jersey was awarded two additional awards from the Historic Naval Ships Association (HNSA) for 
the work of our Registrar Leslie Watson and our Radio Club.   

In 2013, we’ll be opening another area of the ship and adding a new exhibit.  We will be offering a premium 
interactive tour of Turret 2 that will allow guests to learn about the teamwork required within the turret. They 
will also experience how the crew moved projectiles and powder bags and sent them up to the gun house. 
On April 6th, we’ll be opening the long awaited Vietnam War Exhibit. It will be 45 years since the ship’s third 
commissioning and her assignment off the coast of Vietnam as the only active battleship in the world. In 
September, the Historic Naval Ship’s Association (HNSA) will hold their 2013 Annual Conference at both 
the Battleship New Jersey and the Cruiser Olympia across the river in Philadelphia.   

On May 23rd the USS New Jersey Museum and Memorial will be celebrating the 70th anniversary of the 
USS New Jersey’s first commissioning into the U.S. Navy. A special commemorative coin will be minted 
and available for sale honoring the USS New Jersey’s service to our nation. We are currently working with 
our local Congressman, Robert Andrews, on having the U.S. Mint create a commemorative coin for the New 
Jersey and possibly the seven other remaining American battleships.   

The Battleship New Jersey Museum and Memorial is also working on a project to identify all 55,000 sailors 
and marines that served on the New Jersey during her four periods of active service. We’ve created a 
database of crewmembers that we will be adding to over the coming years. If you are a former crewmember, 
or know of one, please contact us so we can add this information to our records. We will be updating the 
searchable crewmember database in the enlisted mess area through the purchase of a new touchscreen 
monitor. Using that database we then plan to list the names and hometowns of all of the New Jersey’s 
crewmembers on the ships Memorial Pier. Crewmember names will be grouped by the ship’s four periods of 
active service WW II, Korea, Vietnam and Lebanon/Middle East.   

It takes a lot of money to operate, maintain and present the Battleship New Jersey to the public - $3.4M per 
year. The electric bill alone is over $600,000 per year or $1,643 per day. The cost of insurance, security, 
advertising, supplies, and staffing have to be addressed through our guests and generous donors. In 2013, 
we will be painting the hull of the ship, estimated to cost over $300,000 and we’ll begin replacing the teak 
deck of the ship, an $8M project. In 2020, we plan to dry dock the ship and refit the ship’s hull at an 
estimated cost of $20M. This dry-docking work will extend the life of the ship for another 30 years.   

The Battleship New Jersey Museum and Memorial is owned and operated by a not-for-profit corporation - 
the Home Port Alliance for the USS New Jersey, Inc. The Board of Trustees for the Home Port Alliance 
oversees the operation and fundraising for the Battleship New Jersey Museum and Memorial. The mission 
of the Battleship New Jersey Museum and Memorial is to restore, preserve, exhibit and interpret the history 
of the USS New Jersey and her veterans.   

The Battleship New Jersey does not receive any funding from the federal government and has experienced 
a major cutback in funding from the State of New Jersey in recent years. We need your financial support to 
permit us to continue our efforts to keep the legacy of the Battleship New Jersey alive for current and future 

 



 The Jerseyman 
 

 
  Page - 5 

  

generations. Please consider becoming a member of the Battleship New Jersey or help the ship in one of 
the many ways that we offer you to help keep the legacy alive. You can go to our website at 
www.battleshipnewjersey.org and click on the “Donate” button on the top of the home page. Your tax-
deductible donation will go directly to the effort of keeping the “World’s Greatest Battleship” serving in her 
final mission of honoring our veterans and educating visitors on the role of the USS New Jersey in 
preserving freedom throughout the world by providing the “Firepower for Freedom”. 

Editor’s Note: Wow, those were some pretty big numbers Phil shared in his article above, and as he 
alluded to, most if not all of the money needed to operate and maintain the ship comes directly from what 
we take in for tours, overnight encampments, and from the generosity of those who make donations. In 
my layout I had allotted Phil two pages for his article, with the room that he had left below I’ve decided to 
again offer you a few ways you can help us meet our projected operating costs and the additional costs 
of dry docking and deck replacement. I know we featured a big spread in the last issue on Battleship 
related Holiday gifts, and if you purchased items then let me say thanks for your support! Given our 
operating expenses are in the $3.4M a year range, and we are a non-for-profit organization without any 
other dedicated funding streams, fund raising for us is a 24 hours a day / 7 days a week reality. As 
always thanks for your continuing support of the Battleship New Jersey! 

 
COMMEMORATIVE BRICK 
For a donation of $100 a customized Commemorative Brick 
will be placed on the ship’s Memorial Pier for you. Each brick 
can be imprinted with up to 3 lines of text, each line containing 
a maximum of 15 characters (spaces count). This is a great 
way to show your support for the ship or honor a family 
member or former crewmember. 
 

 
COMMEMORATIVE WALL PLAQUE 
For a donation of $100 you will receive an individually numbered wall 
plaque featuring an actual piece of teak decking from the ship, a photo of 
the ship firing Turret 1 during her last period of active service, and a brass 
plate attesting to the authenticity of the teak. The teak on these plaques 
was removed from an area just aft of Turret 3 during a restoration project 
several years ago. This is another great way to show your support for the 
ship and own a piece of history. 

 
 

BATTLESHIP FLAG PROGRAM 
For a donation of $62 you can own an American Flag that has 
flown over the Battleship New Jersey. You will receive a 4’ x 6’ 
flag, made in the USA, along with a Certificate of Authenticity 
indicating the date the flag was flown. To order your flag please 
call the Development Office at (856) 966-1652  ext. 144. 

 

For more information on any of these items, on making a donation, or on becoming a member, please visit 
the ships website at: www.battleshipnewjersey.org.  You can also call Jack Willard in the Development 
Office at (856) 966-1652  ext. 144, or send him an e-mail at j.willard@battleshipnewjersey.org. 

http://www.battleshipnewjersey.org/
http://www.battleshipnewjersey.org/
mailto:j.willard@battleshipnewjersey.org
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Curator’s Corner 
Jason Hall, Curator, Battleship New Jersey 
From September 18 - 22, Phil Rowan, Dennis Levitt, and I participated in the annual conference for the 
Historic Naval Ships Association (HNSA), which took place in Key West, FL this year. The HNSA Conference 
provides a wonderful opportunity to interact and learn from the staff and volunteers of other ships of the 
Historic Fleet. In addition, it gives us an opportunity to share our success and insight with the other ships. 
During the conference, I made a presentation on how we keep our volunteers, staff, and guests safe 
onboard the Battleship. The conference concluded with an Awards Banquet on Saturday, September 22nd, 

where two HNSA awards were presented to Battleship New Jersey volunteers. Phil accepted the awards on 
their behalf and they were officially presented to the recipients during the November Board Meeting of the 
Home Port Alliance on Wednesday, November 14th. The recipients for these two awards are: 

LESLIE WATSON 
Leslie Watson was awarded the 2012 HNSA Henry A. Vadnais 
Award. This award is named in honor of the late Henry Vadnais, 
former Head of the Curator Branch at the Naval Historical Center, 
and long-time supporter of HNSA. It is awarded to a staff person 
or volunteer at a Fleet Member organization for particularly 
outstanding service rendered to his or her organization. 
Preference shall be given to persons working in the areas of 
curatorship, collections management, exhibits and/or registration.  

Originally hired as a paid part time staff member in December 
2007, Leslie has spent approximately half that time as a 
volunteer. While most people would leave an institution that lays 
them off once, due to financial constraints of the Battleship, 
Leslie has been laid off a total of five times! Each time she was 
laid off, Leslie stayed on as a volunteer, providing over seven 
hundred volunteer hours. The last time she was laid off was in October 2011, over a year ago, and we have 
not yet been able to hire her back. Without her dedication and hard work we would not have been, nor 
continue to be, able to professionally care for our artifact collections.  

Leslie’s primary job involves processing incoming artifacts, maintaining communication with the donors, and 
the physical care for the entire artifact collection. Since December 2007, Leslie has processed one hundred 
and sixty five new donations, from individual donors, that encompass approximately three thousand five 
hundred objects. In addition, she supervised the transfer of the artifact collection of the Battleship New 
Jersey Historical Museum Society (BNJHMS) to the Battleship. This collection consisted of over three 
hundred original donors and exceeded over ten thousand objects. Thanks to the work of Leslie, and the 
interns she supervised, the BNJHMS collection was accessioned and moved to the safety of the collections 
storage facility onboard the Battleship. In the almost five years Leslie has been here she has recruited, 
trained, and supervised over twenty-five college interns who have provided critical support to the curatorial 
operations onboard the Battleship. 

One of Leslie’s proudest accomplishments was having a display case set aside in the Visitor's Center for 
the exhibition of new donations. Such an area to display newly donated artifacts allows us to publicly thank 
and honor our donors who wish to share their treasures, often family heirlooms, with the world. One very 
poignant item on view right now, that we received thanks to Leslie’s interaction with the donor, is a 
Philadelphia Naval Shipyard employee ID badge. The family of the woman who owned it told Leslie that one 
of their mother's best memories was of the time she helped install the electrical systems in the Battleship 
New Jersey during WW II. The badge was even displayed on the woman’s casket during her funeral. This is 
just a small example of how Leslie has ensured that such items find their way home to the Battleship to be 
preserved so that all generations may learn from them. 

 
Leslie Watson (center) receives 

HNSA award from Rodney Sadler (left), 
Chairman, Home Port Alliance Board of 

Directors and Phil Rowan (right), Executive 
Director, Battleship New Jersey 
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In May of this year, Leslie was hired as the part time Director of the new Camden Shipyard and Maritime 
Museum. Though this new position is taking up most of her time, Leslie still finds a day or two a week to 
come onboard the Battleship to help out as much as she can to ensure things are running properly and 
professionally concerning the artifact collection. It is hoped that we will be able to bring Leslie back onboard 
as a paid part time employee, but if we cannot, and she can no longer afford to volunteer here, we know that 
the Battleship will have a new ally and partner at the Camden Shipyard and Maritime Museum. In recognition 
of the hard work, generosity, and personal sacrifice given by her, it was my honor to nominate Leslie Watson, 
Registrar of the Battleship New Jersey Museum and Memorial, for the 2012 HNSA Henry A. Vadnais Award 
and I congratulate her on receiving this well-deserved award. 

BATTLESHIP NEW JERSEY AMATEUR RADIO STATION 
The Battleship New Jersey Amateur Radio Station (BNJARS), 
better known as the Radio Club, was awarded the 2012 HNSA 
Maintenance/Preservation/Exhibition Award. This award is for a 
Fleet Member staff or volunteer person who has provided 
exemplary work on a daily or part time basis toward the long term 
maintenance and preservation of a historic naval vessel and/or 
toward the proper exhibition of that vessel to the general public.  

The Radio Club has been instrumental in all three aspects of the 
spirit of the award, maintenance, preservation, and exhibition. 
The BNJARS began in January 2001 when a small group of Ham 
operators boarded the Battleship for a firsthand look at what they 
could offer this new arrival to the Delaware River waterfront. 
What they found was a mass of cut wires, missing components, 
slots that once housed circuit boards, etc. Over a decade later, 
thanks to thousands of volunteer hours, many of the ship’s once 
dead systems have been given new life by the BNJARS, adding 
“flavor” to each compartment guests visit making them feel as if 
the ship is still active and alive. 

Much of the early restoration work completed by the BNJAMRS 
was done without the aid of technical manuals or drawings. This 
work included reactivation of the ship’s 1MC public address 
system throughout the entire ship. Having the 1MC allows us to 
add wonderful interpretive aspects to the guest’s experience by 
including the sound of the ship’s watch bells, recorded 
announcements such as “Sweepers man your brooms”, etc. In 
addition, they also reactivated the ship’s original rotary dial 
phones. Both the 1MC and ship’s phones provide a means for 
the staff and volunteers to communicate with one another and 
provide safety and security for our Docent guided tours as well as 
our general guests. The project the BNJARS completed that is 
probably enjoyed most by our Overnight Campers was the 
complete re-activation of the ship’s television studio. Campers 
now get to use the fully operational cameras and control board 
and produce their own ship’s news broadcasts. 

One of the biggest contributions provided by the BNJARS occurred last year with the complete restoration 
and re-activation of the Mark 8 Range Keeper in Forward Plot. This analog mechanical computer is the 
centerpiece of the new Turret 2 Experience tour. During this new tour, thanks to the members of the BNJARS, 
guests will be able to input data into the Mark 8 Range Keeper to come up with a firing solution and then 

 
BNJARS members receive HNSA award 
from Rodney Sadler (right), Chairman, 
Home Port Alliance Board of Directors. 
Members present are (left to right) Pete 
Greene N2LVI, Gene Holben, N2WFN, 

and Dave Burgess, WA2TVS, Chief 
Engineer of BNJARS 
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pull the trigger that fires the guns. The members of the BNJARS made it so that when the trigger is pulled a 
video shows the guns firing. In addition, the BNJARS also reactivated the salvo alarm, cease fire alarm, 
muzzle velocity computer read out, and a score of other original equipment that will operate and add a 
sense of “reality” to this interactive tour, or as the BNJARS members themselves always say, “It adds flavor 
to the compartment.” 

Of course, one of the prime duties the BNJARS enjoys doing is operating the radio equipment and making 
contacts around the world. Since 2005 the BNJARS has sponsored the Museum Ships Weekend. During 
this weekend museum ships from around the world have activated the hobby of Amateur Radio from their 
decks in an effort to communicate with other museum ships and Amateur Radio operators far and near. 
This year’s Museum Ships Weekend included a total of 99 ships registered, representing 14 countries. The 
volunteers of the Battleship New Jersey Amateur Radio Station have earned the respect and admiration of 
the Battleship staff, our guests, and museums around the world. It was truly my honor to nominate them for 
the 2012 HNSA Maintenance/Preservation/Exhibition Award, and I congratulate them on receiving this 
accolade. 

It is worth noting that since 2008 we have nominated ten individuals or groups of volunteers and staff for 
HNSA awards. What is so exciting, and rare in HNSA, is that all ten nominations resulted in the nominees 
received their awards, which are voted on by a HNSA committee. By far, the Battleship New Jersey has 
received more awards from HNSA over the past five years than any other historic ship museum. This is a 
testament to the caliber of staff and volunteers of the Battleship. To Leslie and the Radio Club, and to all of 
our volunteers and staff, I congratulate you all on your hard work and commitment to the BIG J! Bravo 
Zulu! 

2013 HNSA CONFERENCE 
At the 2012 HNSA Conference a vote was taken to see who would be selected to host the 2013 HNSA 
Conference. It is with great pride that I announce to you all that the 2013 HNSA Conference will be co-
hosted by the Battleship New Jersey and our neighbors across the river, the Independence Seaport Museum 
(ISM). The dates for the 2013 HNSA Conference are September 18 - 21. We are working with the staff of the 
ISM to secure a host hotel for the conference, and it appears we will be offering a selection of hotels for 
participants to choose from. The agenda for the conference is in the early development stages. Tentatively, 
the conference will officially start with meetings held onboard the Battleship on September 18th, and 
conclude with a cocktail reception that evening at ISM. The conference sessions will be held at ISM 
September 19 - 20, with a cocktail reception on the 19th possibly onboard the cruiser Olympia. The Awards 
Banquet is tentatively scheduled to take place on Friday evening, September 20th, onboard the Battleship 
New Jersey. The schedule will change and evolve as we go into the New Year. Once registration is 
available I would encourage any of you who would like to attend to register for the conference. For more 
detailed information, check the HNSA website for continually updated information at www.hnsa.org. 

VISITING OTHER HISTORIC NAVAL SHIPS 
Many of you have traveled to other historic naval ship museums across the country, and around the world. 
Most historic naval ship museums are members of HNSA and therefore offer reciprocal admission to staff 
and volunteers of other historic naval ship museums. If any of our staff or volunteers are planning to visit 
another historic naval ship, please feel free to let me know in advance. I will contact my counterpart at the 
museum in question and advise them of the arrival date and time of our volunteer and/or staff member. In 
addition to complimentary admission, I’ll do my best to arrange for a behind the scenes tour as well, and any 
other accommodations the museum can provide for our staff and volunteers. So, if you are planning to visit 
another ship in the future, please feel free to let me know via e-mail at j.hall@battleshipnewjersey.org. 

http://www.hnsa.org/
mailto:j.hall@battleshipnewjersey.org
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Encampment Program End of Year Summary 
Al Alkins, Manager, Overnight Encampment Program 
It’s hard to believe we’re at the end of another successful year of the Overnight Encampment Program. 
Although our numbers were off slightly from the previous year, the program hosted a total of 11,885 
scheduled campers in 2012. There was a slight setback caused by Hurricane Sandy, a number of groups, 
totaling 274 overnight guests, needed to reschedule their overnight into 2013. Speaking about 2013, we 
already have 4,480 overnight guests scheduled for the first half of the year. 

As I look back and reminisce about 2012, there were two significant changes to the program. First, the 
opening of the Overnight Encampment Program Store in the May timeframe, and second the naming of a 
new manager for the program, which took effect on August 1, 2012. 

Thanks to a number of the Overnight Watch Officers, when the ship’s shore side Gift Shop closed they 
decided to open the Overnight Encampment Program Store in the original ships store location, directly aft of 
the Geedunk. The store opened in the May timeframe with just a few items left behind from the Gift Shop 
and a Dog Tag Machine. Since then the store continues to grow adding shelving and the counter from the 
old store and some new merchandise. A new Dog Tag machine was purchased due to the number of Dog 
Tags being ordered. A few weeks after opening the store we decided to sell chances to our overnight 
guests to shoot the 40mm Deck Gun, this effort has been a huge success. 

Since the passing of Joe Moran, Paul Niessner had accepted the temporary position of Manager, Overnight 
Encampment Program. After about a year, with all his other duties at the ship, he decided to step down from 
that position so he dedicate more time to his other duties. On August 1, 2012, I accepted the position of 
Manager, Overnight Encampment Program. I’ve been primarily a Docent, then a Watch Officer for a very 
short time, and I’ve been with the Overnight Encampment Program since 2006. In addition to supporting the 
actual overnights I’ve also been involved in assisting with many of the back office coordination functions. 
During vacations, sickness, etc., I’ve volunteered in the office performing the booking functions. 

Since accepting the position of Manager, Overnight Encampment Program on August 1, 2012, the numbers 
below reflect store sales since then. The store had sales of $11,839 in merchandise and gun shoot tickets. 
There have been 887 dog tags made at $7.00 each, thanks to the many volunteers and their spouses that 
come in every weekend to type the dog tags, for a total of $6,209 and 2,186 gun shoot tickets sold for a 
total of $2,186. There were also miscellaneous sales of hats, pins, patches, calendars, apparel, etc. 

As my predecessors always said, and I can proudly follow in their 
footsteps, the program would not be as successful without the 
dedication and support of the many Docents, Docent Supervisors 
and Watch Officers that come out typically on either a Friday and/or 
Saturday evening to support the program. The many satisfaction 
surveys received consistently remark how friendly and 
knowledgeable their tour guide was and how their guide went out of 
their way to ensure their satisfaction. 

Now for my sales pitch. We can always use a few extra Docents to 
give overnight guest tours or any Docents no longer able to provide 
tours to work in the Overnight Encampment Program Store. If you 
can type, we have a dog tag machine just waiting for you. The 
typical times we need you is between 7:00 pm to 10:00 pm, and 
we’ll also throw in a free dinner. If you are interested, I’m in the 
office three days per week, Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 
9:00 am to 1:00 pm. Come see me or call me at (856) 966-1652 
ext. 229 for more information. 

 
Overnight campers arriving on the aft 
brow, bringing all the comforts from 

home they can carry 
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The Iowa Class, Warships to Museums 
Max R. Newhart, former Battleship New Jersey Docent 
The histories and stories of the Iowa class currently have a time span of sixty (69) years 137 days from 
Iowa’s first commissioning on February 22, 1943 until her being the last Iowa class to be placed in museum 
status on July 7, 2012. Only time will tell of their future commitments to these United States of America. 

Let’s begin at the beginning which is the authorization by Congress for the ships. The first date was May 27, 
1934 which was the authorization to build what became the fast battleships of World War II. We all know the 
four Iowa class ships that were commissioned, Iowa, New Jersey, Missouri, and Wisconsin. Those ships 
completed the ten (10) fast battleships that saw service during World War II. I believe most knowledgeable 
battleship people also know of the other two, which were partially constructed but never finished, Illinois and 
Kentucky. We will cover each one with this very condensed outline, from the beginning to end. 

THE BEGINNING 
Following the collapse and abandonment of the naval treaties of the 1920’s and 1930’s, the United States, 
with congressional approvals began the construction of fast battleships to upgrade the U.S. Navy’s fleet of 
battleships. These authorizations were given on May 27, 1934, June 3, 1936, and May 17, 1938. 

The two classes before the Iowa were the North Carolina and the 
South Dakota classes. The first four Iowa class ships were the Iowa, 
New Jersey, Missouri and Wisconsin. The last two were the Illinois 
and Kentucky authorized by congress on July 19, 1940. The Iowa 
class battleships were designed and built as Americas’ fastest, most 
heavily armored and most powerful in arms with design speeds of 
33 knots and armament of 16-inch 50 caliber naval rifles. In the end 
they were the fastest battleships of all the worlds’ navies’ classes, 
with the armament second only to the Japanese Yamato class, 46 
cm (18.1-inch) 45 caliber. 

Iowa - BB-61 was the first keel laying of the class on June 27, 1940 
at the New York Naval Shipyard, Brooklyn, NY. She was launched 
on August 27, 1942, sponsored by Mrs. Henry A. Wallace, wife of 
the Vice President, and commissioned on February 22, 1943, with 
Captain John L. McCrea in command. 

New Jersey - The keel for BB-62 was laid on September 16, 1940 
at the Philadelphia Naval Shipyard, Philadelphia, PA. She was 
launched on December 7, 1942, sponsored by Mrs. Charles Edison, 
wife of then Governor of New Jersey and former Secretary of the 
Navy, and commissioned on May 23, 1943, with Captain Carl F. 
Holden in command. 

Missouri - The keel for BB-63 was laid on January 6, 1941 at the 
New York Naval Shipyard, Brooklyn, NY. She was launched 
January 29, 1944, sponsored by Ms. Margaret Truman, daughter of 
then-Senator Harry Truman of Missouri, and commissioned on June 
11, 1944, with Captain William M. Callaghan in command. 

Even though Missouri is number 63 in the battleship numbering 
sequence, she was the last battleship to be commissioned by the 
U.S. Navy, since Wisconsin was commissioned on April 16, 1944, 
just 57 days before Missouri. 

 
U.S. Navy Photo, Laying of the Keel 

for BB-61, taken June 27, 1940 
 

 
U.S. Navy Photo, Launching of 

BB-62, taken December 7, 1942 
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Wisconsin - The keel for BB-64 was laid on January 25, 1941 at the 
Philadelphia Naval Shipyard, Philadelphia, PA. She was launched 
December 7, 1943, sponsored by Mrs. Walter S. Goodland, wife of 
the Governor of Wisconsin, and commissioned on April 16, 1944, 
with Captain Earl E. Stone in command. 

Take notice that the four completed Iowa class battleships were all 
under construction prior to December 7, 1941, the Japanese sneak 
attack on Pearl Harbor. 

Illinois - The keel for BB-65 keel was laid on January 15, 1945 at 
the Philadelphia Naval Shipyard, Philadelphia, PA. She was 
cancelled when only 25% complete on August 12, 1945, scrapped, 
and the hull was broken in place.  

Kentucky - The keel for BB-66 was laid on January 15, 1945 at the 
Norfolk Naval Shipyard, Norfolk, VA. Construction was suspended 
when only 72.1% complete on February 17, 1947. She was 
launched on January 20, 1950. Her bow was used to repair 
Wisconsin in early 1956 following her collision with USS Eaton 
(DDE-510) on May 6, 1956. The remainder of her hull was sold for 
scrap on October 31, 1958. 

When USS Kentucky was scrapped her engines were used in the 
construction of two new fast replenishment ships AOE-1 
Sacramento, commissioned March 14, 1964 and decommissioned 
October 4, 2004, and AOE-2 Camden, commissioned April 1, 1967 
and decommissioned October 14, 2005. Even though Kentucky did 
not survive as a battleship, her components lived on for many years. 

 
U.S. Navy photo (NH 96795),  

Commissioning of BB-63,  
taken June 11, 1944  

 

 
U.S. Navy photo (1168-44), surface 

view “broadside” of BB-64, taken 
June 7, 1944, at the Philadelphia 

Naval Shipyard 
 

 
U.S. Navy photo (USNHC #80-G-413972), shows the hull 

of BB-66 being floated out of dry dock on January 20, 1950 

 
U.S. Navy Photo (DN-SN-91-09310), showing AEO-1 

 conducting underway replenishment operations with BB-63 
(left) and BB-64 (right) during Operation Desert Shield 

 
U.S. Navy photo (ISBN # 0-8069-8338-
8), shows BB-65 under construction at 

the Philadelphia Naval Shipyard on 
July 7, 1945. She was the last of the 
class to be started and was cancelled 
five weeks after this photo was taken 
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ACTIVE DUTY SERVICE PERIODS 
World War II 
Iowa and New Jersey entered the war in 1943 while Missouri and Wisconsin did not get into the war until 
1944. During the war in the Pacific, the Iowa class participated in the following campaigns/battles: the 
Marshalls, Kwajalein, Eniwetok, Lingayen Gulf, Truk, New Guinea, Carolines, Battle of the Philippine Sea, 
Battle for Leyte Gulf, Okinawa, Formosa, Visayas, Cebu, Luzon, and Iwo Jima. They also participated in the 
bombardments of the Japanese home islands. Each did not participate in all, but all participated in some. 
Iowa - Completed two major deployments in the Atlantic in 1943 before transiting to the Pacific. She was 
sent to Newfoundland to help neutralize the threat of the German battleship Tirpitz and in the fall carried 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt to and from the Teheran Conference. It was for President Roosevelt that 
Iowa had her now famous bath tub installed. She is, to the best of my knowledge, the only navy ship in the 
world that has a bath tub. She then transited the Panama Canal January 7 - 8, 1944 and spent the balance 
of World War II in the Pacific Theater. For her World War II service in major campaigns in the Pacific 
Theater during 1944 and 1945, Iowa received nine Battle Stars. Decommissioned March 24, 1949. 
New Jersey - Following her sea trails and work-ups and other assigned duties in 1943 she transited the 
Panama Canal along with her sister Iowa from January 7 - 8, 1944. For her World War II service in major 
campaigns in the Pacific Theater during 1944 and 1945, New Jersey also received nine Battle Stars. 
Decommissioned June 30, 1948. 
Missouri - The last of the Iowa Class to be commissioned, following work-ups left Norfolk on November 11, 
1944 and arrived at the Ulithi anchorage on January 13, 1945. Missouri is of course most remembered as 
being the ship on which the Japanese Instrument of Surrender was signed in Tokyo Bay on September 2, 
1945, on the 01 level, starboard side, with the proceedings taking place from 0902 to 0930 commanded by 
General Douglas McArthur, ending the Second World War. A memorial plaque now designates the spot of 
the signing. For her World War II service in major campaigns in the Pacific Theater during 1944 and 1945, 
Missouri was awarded three Battle Stars. 
Wisconsin - Following her work-ups she left for the Pacific theater on September 24, 1944 and following 
her transit of the Panama Canal reported for duty with the Pacific Fleet on October 2, 1944. For her World 
War II service in major campaigns in the Pacific Theater during 1944 and 1945, Wisconsin was awarded 
five Battle Stars. Decommissioned July 1, 1948. 
Of the Twenty Four (24) U.S. Navy battleships in commission on September 2, 1945 only one (1) was still in 
commission on the first day of the Korean War on June 25, 1950. She was Missouri, and soon she would be 
rejoined by her sisters.  

Korean War 
As noted, on June 25, 1950 Missouri was the only American battleship in commission. Her sisters followed 
by recommissioning with New Jersey on November 21, 1950, Wisconsin on March 3, 1951 and then Iowa 
on August 25, 1951. 
Each of the ships again served with distinction with Iowa receiving two 
Battle Stars, New Jersey receiving four Battle Stars, Missouri receiving 
five Battle Stars, and Wisconsin, receiving one Battle Star for Korean 
War service. 
After the signing of an Armistice Agreement in Korea on July 27, 1953, 
the ensuing period of peace, and peacetime cost cutting measures, all 
four Iowas were decommissioned. Missouri on February 26, 1955, New 
Jersey on August 21, 1957, Iowa on February 24, 1958, and Wisconsin 
on March 8, 1958. With the decommissioning of Wisconsin, the U.S. 
Navy was left without an active duty battleship for the first time since the 
commissioning of the prototype battleship Texas on August 15, 1895. 

 
U.S. Navy photo (#80-G-638938), 
the only time all four Iowa class 
battleships were photographed 

operating together, June 7, 1954 
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Vietnam War 
New Jersey - Only Iowa class battleship called for active duty during 
the Vietnam War. She was recommissioned on April 6, 1968 at the 
Philadelphia Naval Shipyard, with Captain Edward J. Snyder, Jr. in 
command. During her deployment to Vietnam she earned a total of 
three Battle Stars for her exemplary gunfire support service. There 
were many discussions during that period as to why her 
commissioned service was not continued, she was decommissioned 
again, for the third time, on December 17, 1969. As Captain 
Peniston said near the end of his formal remarks during the 
decommissioning ceremony “my last order to you battleship New 
Jersey - is rest well, yet sleep lightly, and hear the call, if again 
sounded, to provide ‘firepower for freedom’. She will hear the call, 
and thanks to her magnificent crew, she is ready.” 

President Reagan’s Six Hundred Ship Navy - 1980’s 
During President Reagan’s presidential campaign, he recognized the 
need for a larger U.S. Navy, due to the increasing size of the Soviet 
Navy and its worldwide presence. He advocated for the need of a total fleet of 600, so during his campaign, 
he stressed the need for a 600 ship navy. In 1980 the size of the U.S. Navy was at near 479 ships, in 1985 
near 542 ships and in 1988 at near 566 ships. During his presidency the U.S. Navy nearly got what he 
wanted. By 1998, that force of ships had been reduced to near 330 and by 2012 it has been further reduced 
to near 276 ships. Where do we go from here? 

As a part of the 600 ship navy, the four Iowa class ships were recommissioned with New Jersey first on 
December 28, 1982, then Iowa on April 28, 1984, with Missouri on May 10, 1986, and finally Wisconsin on 
October 22, 1988. 

When the ships were recommissioned each were modernized with the conversion of the fuel plants to burn 
Navy distillate and the addition of 8 MK 143 ABL (Armored Box Launchers) firing Tomahawk BGM-109 
Land Attack Missiles (TLAM), 4 MK-15 CIWS (Close in Weapons System) Vulcan-Phalanx Gatling Guns, 
and 16 MK-141 Harpoon Anti-Ship Missiles. Each also had 2 each, both port and starboard of the 5 inch 38 
twin gun mounts removed. These were removed to facilitate the installation of the new modernized weapon 
systems. 

New Jersey - Recommissioned at Long Beach Naval Shipyard on December 28, 1982 with Captain William 
M. Fogerty in command, assigned to the Pacific Fleet and home ported at Long Beach, CA. President 
Reagan was in attendance that day, and New Jersey became the 514th ship in President Reagan’s 600 ship 
navy. She participated in fleet exercises, crew training, ship inspections and deployments in the Pacific, 
Indian and Atlantic oceans, also into the Mediterranean and the Persian Gulf. 

While on deployment in the Pacific in 1983 off the coast of Central America New Jersey was directed to 
proceed through the Panama Canal and onto Beirut, Lebanon. While there the suicide bomber truck laden 
with explosives hit the Marine Barracks in Beirut killing 220 Marines, 16 Navy personnel, and 3 Army 
soldiers. One of the Navy personnel was from the New Jersey, Chief Electronics Technician Michael 
Gorchinski. He was ashore to help the Marines work on their radar equipment. 

By the time New Jersey returned to her home port in May of 1984 she had been on deployment for a period 
of eleven months, one of the longest deployments in U.S. Navy history. 

She continued to serve with port calls, deployments in the Pacific, Persian Gulf and periodic maintenance 
until her final decommissioning on February 8, 1991. For her service during this commissioning she 
received a total of five Awards/Commendations and Ribbons. 

 
BB-62 in heavy seas during Vietnam 
Deployment 1968 - 1969 (Photo from 

the personal collection of former  
crewman Ken Kersch) 
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Iowa - Recommissioned at Ingalls Shipbuilding in Pascagoula, MS on April 28, 1984 with Captain Gerald E. 
Gneckow in command, assigned to the Atlantic Fleet and home ported at Norfolk, VA. She then participated 
in fleet exercises, crew training, ship inspections, and deployments in the Atlantic, Mediterranean and also 
into the Persian Gulf from 1984 to 1989. 
During a gunnery exercise on January 30, 1989 she fired what is recorded as the longest ranged shot of a 
16-inch shell. The shell traveled a distance of 23.4 Nautical Miles. (approximately 47,393 yards) 
During a later gunnery exercise on April 19, 1989, Iowa incurred a catastrophic explosion in the center gun 
of Turret 2 (two), resulting in the deaths of 47 of the turret crew. This incident remains the surface Navy’s 
worst loss of life during peacetime operations. 
Iowa was decommissioned for the final time on October 26, 1990. For her service during this commissioning 
she received a total of one Award/Commendation and Ribbon. 
Missouri - Recommissioned in San Francisco, CA on May 10, 1986 with Captain Albert L. Kaiss in 
command, assigned to the Pacific Fleet and home ported at Long Beach, CA. She completed work-ups and 
crew training, then set off on a “Round the World Cruise.” This was the first time an American battleship had 
completed a round the world cruise since President Theodore Roosevelt’s “Great White Fleet” sailing of 
December 16, 1907 to February 22, 1909. In 1987 in addition to her training and maintenance periods, she 
also took part in “Operation Earnest Will” escorting reflagged Kuwaiti tankers in the Persian Gulf and the 
Strait of Hormuz. 
She continued deployments, crew training, and periodic yard maintenance, then went on to arrive in the 
Persian Gulf through the Strait of Hormuz on January 3, 1991 to begin serving in Operation Desert Shield. 
She remained on station in the Persian Gulf participating in Operation Desert Storm from January 15, 1991 
until the end of hostilities on February 28, 1991 
In late 1991, during her “Voyage of Remembrance”, Missouri was at the 50th anniversary ceremonies 
marking the Japanese sneak attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. She then sailed on and later 
returned to her home port of Long Beach where she was decommissioned on March 31, 1992. For her 
service during this commissioning she received a total of five Awards/Commendations and Ribbons. 
Wisconsin - Recommissioned at Ingalls Shipbuilding in Pascagoula, MS on October 22, 1988 with Captain 
Jerry Blesch in command, assigned to the Atlantic Fleet and home ported at Norfolk, VA. She spent the 
balance of 1989 and early 1990 completing crew training, and shakedown cruises and a period in the 
shipyard at Philadelphia for maintenance. 
When Iraq invaded Kuwaiti on August 2, 1990 she was sent to serve in Operation Desert Shield and arrived 
in the Persian Gulf on August 23, 1990. She completed assignments and was also there for Operation 
Desert Storm which began on January 15, 1991 until the end of hostilities on February 28, 1991. While 
there, Wisconsin was to fire the last 16-inch gun salvo of the war. During the campaigns’ she had fired a 
total of 319 16-inch shells.  
She completed her deployment and other assignments, returned home and was decommissioned on 
September 30, 1991. For her service during this commissioning she received a total of five Awards/ 
Commendations and Ribbons. 
The four ships were to serve just less than a full ten year period from New Jersey being recommissioned in 
1982 until Missouri being decommissioned in 1992. They were decommissioned in the order as follows: 
Iowa on October 26, 1990, New Jersey on February 8, 1991, Wisconsin on September 30, 1991, and finally 
Missouri on March 31, 1992. In an odd light, their final decommissioning was in the same order as their 
original commissioning during World War II. Iowa first and Missouri last. 

Total Length of Active Duty Service 
In an interesting note, the total length of active service of the four Iowa class battleship stretches to 68 years 
4 days of commissioned active duty. This total breaks down per ship as outlined below. 
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Iowa - During her three periods of commission she served a total of 18 years 211 days. 
New Jersey - With her four commissionings, and she was the only one to be in commission four times, she 
served a total of 20 years 254 days of active service. This makes her the Iowa class ship with the most time 
in active duty service. But remember also, she became a memorial ship in 2001, let’s use this date when 
calculating the following. When we use this date 2001 minus 1943, her original commissioning date, we get 
a total of 68 years in straight time. For time only make her active service 21 years, this places her in the 
reserve fleet a total of 47 years. If we also say she could have served a total of 50 years in service, she and 
her sisters have about 25 - 30 years of life left in the basic part of the ship. Mainly, her auxiliary components 
are where the remaining shortfalls come into play. 
Missouri - Only one of the four that was in commission only twice. This was for a total of 16 years 145 
days. But remember she served a total of 9 years 266 days before she was decommissioned the first time. 
She was already in commission for the Korean War, where the other 3 had to be recommissioned from the 
reserve fleet in order to serve in the Korean War. 
Wisconsin - Also with her three periods of commission she served a total of 13 years 324 days. 

PERMANENT MEMORIAL AND MUSEUM SHIPS 
It took many years from the time of each of the ships last decommissioning until each was opened as a 
permanent memorial and museum ship. Untold man hours were expended by the individual committees in 
preparing their offerings and accepting the challenges of operating a memorial and museum ship. 
Each committee is charged with operating the ship in the finest traditions of the U.S. Navy, and each 
committee has expressed acceptance to those traditions. 
Iowa - July 7, 2012, officially opened to the public. She is operated by the Pacific Battleship Center, Port of 
Los Angeles Berth 87, 250 S. Harbor Blvd, San Pedro, CA  90731 
New Jersey - October 15, 2001, officially opened to the public. She is operated by the Home Port Alliance, 
62 Battleship Place, Camden, NJ  08103 
Missouri - January 29, 1999, officially opened to the public. She is 
operated by USS Missouri Memorial Association Inc., Pier Foxtrot 5 
Pearl Harbor, 63 Cowpens St., Honolulu, Hawaii  96818 
Wisconsin - April 16, 2001, Memorial dedicated. She is operated by 
the Nauticus National Maritime Center in downtown Norfolk, VA. 
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Battleship Iowa today 

Photo courtesy of the Pacific 
Battleship Center, Jeremy Bonelle 

 

 
Battleship New Jersey today 

Photo courtesy of the 
Home Port Alliance  

 

 
Battleship Wisconsin today 

Photo from the personal collection of 
Thomas J. Lowney, former crewman 

 
Battleship Missouri today 

Photo courtesy of Missouri 
Memorial Association 
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Radio Club Transformation of the Transmitter Room  
Dave Burgess, WA2TVS, Chief Engineer, NJ2BB, Battleship Amateur Radio Station 
As members of the Battleship New Jersey crew are aware, the ship is an arrangement of 1,100 
compartments; some heated, some air-conditioned but most have neither. A compartment’s location within 
the ship therefore determines its environment as the outside seasons march across the calendar.  

One such compartment is the Transmitter Room (aka Radio 2) located amidships, off Broadway. Thanks to 
the banks of electrical power transformers in the compartment this space reaches temperatures of over 100 
degrees during the warm months, but thanks to those same transformers the space is comfortable during 
the cold winter months. So, during the past few weekends BNJARS members have shifted their flag to 
Radio 2 to continue with the restoration work that was halted when the weather turned warm last spring. 

From day one, January 27, 2001, BNJARS realized that a 
total historically correct restoration of Radio 2 was out of the 
question. The amount, availability and size of the missing 
radio transmitters, antenna couplers and equipment racks 
were the major reason for this decision. Instead we would try 
to house a collection of transmitting equipment that 
represents the history of shipboard radio communications. 
Oh, did I forget to mention the Navy had removed all the 
equipment from this compartment. All that remained were 
400 cable ends hanging from the overhead. Nothing else! 

For the curious minded, here is a quick rundown of the 
equipment that once graced Radio 2.  

a) Eleven AN/URT-23 HF transmitters used for worldwide 
communications. 

b) Sixteen RT-1107/WSC-3 UHF transceivers used for 
line-of-sight communications. 

c) Four more RT-1107 transceivers used for military 
satellite circuits. 

d) One more RT-1107 mounted and wired as a ready 
spare unit for the units above. 

e) Seven refrigerator sized enclosures that housed the HF 
antenna couplers. 

f) Two frequency standards that kept all of the ships radios 
on their proper radio frequencies.  

g) A large antenna patch panel that looked like Dr. 
Frankenstein had designed it.  

Thanks to many productive shipyard raids, donations by 
private individuals and BNJARS members, today’s Radio 2 is 
a far cry from the empty compartment of January 2001. 
a) Four of those URT-23 transmitters once again sit in their 

proper locations. Two of them are operational while the 
others are ongoing projects. Yes we use them as part of 
the Ham Radio hobby. 

b) One of the RT-1107 rigs is back home, but for display 
purposes only. 

 
View of the Transmitter Room, January 2001 

 
“Frankenstein" Patch Panel 
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c) Dr. Frankenstein’s panel is back in place and in service. 
d) Thanks to the former USS Des Moines we have one of her TCK World War II transmitters, which is about 

to go online for the first time since the 1950’s. BB-62 had several of these transmitters during WW II. 
e) One WRT-2 transmitter from the ’50 and ‘60’s. The crew of the USS Requin in Pittsburgh donated this 

large transmitter. Seven of these units lived in Radio 2 during the Vietnam cruise. 
f) One T-368 transmitter from the ’60 and ‘70’s. Yes, this is an Army radio but it would have been on the 

other end of the radio circuits while the ship was deployed to Vietnam. 
g) Two very heavy TDZ transmitters. During WW II four of these units called Harry Rhules’ current office 

on the O2 level their home.  
h) A nice collection of military radio receivers (mostly Navy), all of which are fully functional. 

Before you ask, yes we started the work in this space before all the needed technical manuals were in 
hand, but that is part of the challenge of working on the ship. 
As for the future of the Transmitter Room after the major work is completed, we will always be found down 
there during the cool seasons, talking with Hams around the world about Heavy Hitter. We will continue to 
hope for the day when Engineering is open to the public, which means that visitors and guests will have 
access to the Transmitter Room. 
If you find yourself in the area do not think twice about entering the room, the light switches are on the left 
side of the hatch. Enjoy the view, take a walk around the compartment, study the equipment but please, 
hands off the knobs and switches. 

 
A pair of URT-23 Transmitters 
Back in place and operational 

 
 View of the Transmitter Room in 
2010 with Jerry Barnish at play 

It Happened on this Date in the History of the U.S. Navy… 
45 Years ago - January 23, 1968 - N. Korea Attacks and Captures USS Pueblo (AGER-2) - While on 
an electronic intelligence gathering mission in international waters off the east coast of N. Korea, the USS 
Pueblo was attacked and captured by N. Korean forces. Eighty-two surviving crewmembers were held 
prisoner for 11 months. Today USS Pueblo is on display on the Taedong River in Pyongyang, N. Korea. 
115 Years ago - February 15, 1898 - USS Maine (ACR-1) Explodes and Sinks in Havana Harbor - At 
9:40 in the evening there is a massive explosion onboard USS Maine which virtually obliterates the 
forward third of the ship. Two hundred and sixty-six men lost their lives as a result of this disaster. While 
the cause of the explosion remains a mystery to this day, popular opinion of the time blamed Spain, and 
war followed within a few months. Maine's wreck was eventually raised to clear the harbor. The remains 
of the ship were later scuttled in deep waters with full honors on March 16, 1912 north of Havana. 
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“Big J” Hosts Very Special Ceremony on Veteran’s Day 
Captain Walter M. Urban, Jr. USNR (Ret.), Military Liaison Officer, Battleship New Jersey 
Battleship New Jersey, as historians will note, was not part of the Normandy 
invasion forces on D-Day, June 6, 1944, but the invasion of France, 
particularly bloody Omaha Beach, came alive on Sunday, November 11, 2012 
on the venerable decks of the storied battleship during a very special 
Veteran’s Day ceremony.  

Going ashore with the 1st infantry Division on the day known as, “The Longest 
Day” were members of the Sixth Naval Beach Battalion… a unit consisting of 
American Beachmasters and Navy doctors and corpsmen. The Beachmasters 
were tasked with organizing the chaos on the beaches, and ensuring the 
troops and supplies flowed smoothly ashore. The doctors and corpsman 
performed triage, and then treated the injured soldiers; many with severe 
wounds, before evacuating them from the beach. 

The service these men performed that day, under relentless German machine gun, artillery and mortar fire, 
was nothing short of Herculean. With limited supplies and no protective cover, they did not hesitate to treat 
the wounded without consequence to their own safety.  

The stories and sacrifice of these brave men went largely unacknowledged for years because of security 
reasons during the war. Plus, in their haste to put the horrible memories behind them, many veterans simply 
did not want to be reminded of the horror that was World War II. 

Sixty-eight years later, Mr. Ken Davey, son of Lt. J. Russell Davey, Medical Corps, USNR who led one of 
the Medical Sections during the landings, discovered that the Army awarded their medics who tended 
troops under combat conditions, the U.S. Army Combat Medical Badge. After further research by Mr. Davey, 
it was determined members of the Sixth Naval Beach Battalion were also eligible for this award… plus the 
Bronze Star Medal.  

So on Veteran’s Day, 2012, 14 of 84 members of the Medical Section of the Sixth Naval Beach Battalion 
were honored and recognized for their extraordinary actions during the allied invasion of “Fortress Europa” 
on June 6, 1944. Selecting battleship New Jersey as the site of the ceremony is particularly fitting since 
several of the recipients had ties to the area. Corpsman Charles L. Abel (KIA) was from Lancaster, PA, and 
Corpsman Morris W. Rickenbach (KIA) was from Camden, NJ. In addition, doctors Etzl, Ramsey, and 
Davey were Philadelphia MD’s. All were attached to the 5th Special Engineer Brigade of the 1st Infantry 
Division - The Big Red One. 

The Sixth Naval Beach Battalion was commissioned October 9, 1943 for Operation Overlord, the Allied 
invasion of Normandy, France. On June 6, 1944, D-Day, the Sixth Naval Beach Battalion, part of the 16th 
Infantry Regiment, 1st Infantry Division, stormed ashore at Omaha Beach. The mission of the Sixth Naval 
Beach Battalion aidmen was to provide triage and medical treatment for initial Army assault troops, and 
through their Navy Beachmaster, arrange for casualty evacuation.  

“The medical sections performed their duties in an especially heroic manner” wrote Col. William D. Bridges 
of the 5th Engineer Special Brigade. “They collected casualties, gave first aid and evacuated the casualties 
to landing craft. Groups of casualties on the beach were subjected to heavy concentrations of mortar fire, 
and craft were under observed artillery fire the entire time they were grounded.” 

Col. Bridges stated, “The outstanding action of the Sixth Naval Beach Battalion under heavy enemy fire 
contributed materially to the successful establishment of the Omaha beachhead. This battalion not only 
performed all of its own missions, but aided many other units in the accomplishment of theirs. But for this 
aid, the precarious situation of the units on the beach might have been turned into a disaster." 
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The hometown of the honorees is listed after their names. Two members, Andrew Chmiel and Vince 
Kordack, were in attendance, and family members represented the other recipients whose names appear 
below:  

 Larrabee Abel (KIA) - Reading, PA 

 Joseph R. Brennan, MD - Wall Township, NJ 

 Fred Camp - Garden City, NY 

 David Catallo - Waterford, NY 

 Andrew Chmiel - Fairport, NY 

 James F. Collier, MD - New York City and Haddonfield, NJ  

 J. Russell Davey, Jr., MD - Hopewell Junction, NY 

 Michael M. Etzl, MD - Philadelphia, PA 

 Eugene D. Guyton, MD - Florence, SC 

 Howard Hampton - Linwood, NJ 

 John T. Higney - New York 

 Vince Kordack - Bedford, NH 

 Frank M. Ramsey, MD - Mayfield, NY 

 Joseph H. Wojnowski - Clark, NJ 

The day was perfect and the Navy’s most decorated battleship, once again, played host to yet another 
historic event. This time she honored the families and members of the Sixth Naval Beach Battalion, and all 
military veterans who served our great nation over the years. 

I would like to gratefully acknowledge CDR Chris Nelson, USN, CO Beachmaster Unit One from Coronado, 
CA for flying East to MC the ceremony, and for providing background information used in this article. Also, 
Mr. Ken Davey for his tireless efforts to navigate the bureaucratic maze and perform the necessary 
research in order to make this ceremony possible. 

 
Andrew Chmiel, one of 14 men from the 
Sixth Naval Beach Battalion that stormed 

ashore at Normandy Beach during 
the D-Day Invasion, June 6, 1944 

 
Ceremonial Wreath being tossed into the 

Delaware River at the end of the ceremony 

 
Andrew Chmiel and 

Vince Kordack, honorees in 
attendance at the ceremony 
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Sea Cadets Receive Cannon upon Graduation 
P03 Christina Brando, Battleship New Jersey Sea Cadet 
Before I begin, I must thank Mr. Thrash and the people 
associated with The Jerseyman for giving me this 
wonderful opportunity to be able to write an article that 
will get published in the first quarter of the 2013 issue. 
Reading through the earlier issues, I’m delighted to 
read the experiences and stories told by the veterans. I 
love history, seeing all the pictures and hearing the 
stories definitely brings The Jerseyman to life. 

In the 4th Quarter of the 2012 issue, you may have 
read Mr. Hall’s article about the U.S. Naval Sea Cadets 
and the week long training that was held aboard the 
New Jersey over the summer. Being a Sea Cadet and 
part of the BB-62 Division, who represent the New 
Jersey, I have attended both the first annual Shipboard 
Training, as well as the second. For those who don’t 
know us, the BB-62 Division holds drills, or meets, on 
the New Jersey one weekend every month, excluding 
over the summer. People who have toured the ship 
more than once may have seen us one or more times 
on our weekend drills, or may have seen us onboard 
when the division conducts the Shipboard Training. But 
I digress, as this article is going to talk about a great 
gift given to us by two of the volunteers that work on 
the New Jersey.  

A cannon was presented to us during our graduation 
ceremony and was also fired at that time. This cannon 
was fabricated by Mr. Ken Kersch and Mr. Paul 
Niessner aboard the Battleship in the machine shop. 
Paul and Ken have been instrumental in teaching the 
Cadets about the inner workings of the Battleship New 
Jersey. Also, they both served their time in the Navy. 
Ken served aboard the New Jersey in the machine 
shop; Paul worked aboard the ship when it was being 
refitted. We are very fortunate to have these two 
gentlemen to teach us about life in the Navy.  

I know I speak for the Sea Cadets of the BB-62 
Division as a whole when I say how proud and 
honored we are to call the Battleship New Jersey our 
home. Knowing the numerous battles she has fought 
and won and also the many dedicated sailors that have 
served aboard her, we hope to carry on the legacy of 
the United States Navy. 

 
Sea Cadets receiving their new cannon 

 
The Cannon…  I want one too, great job guys! 

 
Fire in the Hole! 
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Pearl Harbor Remembered 
Captain Walter M. Urban, Jr. USNR (Ret.), Military Liaison Officer, Battleship New Jersey 
Few dates in the history of our great nation conjure more 
emotional sentiment than December 7, 1941. In the immortal 
words of President Franklin D. Roosevelt, it was “a date that will 
live in infamy”. The result of the attack saw a divided nation of 
Isolationists became united as never before, or perhaps, never 
since. 

Japan’s sneak attack on our Pacific Fleet, peacefully at anchor on 
Sunday morning at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, occurred approximately 
two hours before their Ambassadors Nomura and Kurusu 
presented an ultimatum to Secretary of State, Hall. A combination 
of errors resulted in the message being delivered late, but the 
American people would only know the attack occurred before 
Japan’s formal declaration of war was presented to our 
Government. 

When the news of the delay reached Admiral Yamamoto, 
architect of the Pearl Harbor attack, he was reported to have said, 
“I fear all we have done is awaken a sleeping giant and fill him 
with a terrible resolve.” His words proved prophetic as the United 
States rallied around the battle cry, “Remember Pearl Harbor”, 
with unconditional surrender as the only goal. 

On the 71st anniversary of the Pearl Harbor attack, battleship 
New Jersey held a formal ceremony onboard to honor those who 
died and to remember their sacrifice. Of the 2,403 Americans who 
perished that day, 1,177 died onboard battleship Arizona. 

The FirstWave, an organization comprised mainly of Naval 
Academy and Military Academy graduates, was onboard to 
participate in the ceremony. The group’s President, Shaun 
Francis, presented a wreath, while Taps was played and the 
battleship’s USMC color guard presented the colors. The keynote 
speaker, Russ Collins, gave a colorful overview of what it was like 
to serve onboard battleship New Jersey during World War II, 
Russ is a longtime volunteer crewmember who continues to serve 
our great ship long after he stepped off her brow as a young 
sailor all those years ago. 

Afterward, the FirstWave participated in a presentation in the 
Admiral’s state room by Tom Clavin and Bob Drury, authors of 
the book, “Halsey’s Typhoon” code named Operation Cobra. The 
book chronicled the typhoon that battered Admiral Halsey’s Third 
Fleet near the Philippines in December 1944. Battleship New 
Jersey was Halsey’s flagship at the time, so hosting the 
presentation onboard the “Big J” held special significance… in 
more ways than one. New Jersey was launched one year to the 
day after the attack on Pearl Harbor, December 7, 1942, and 
went on to become the most decorated battleship in the history of 
the U.S. Navy. 

 
Russ Collins, Battleship New Jersey 

WW II Crewman speaks at the ceremony 

 
USMC Color Guard presents colors 

 
FirstWave President Shaun Francis 
presents a commemorative wreath 

during the playing of Taps 
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Resurrection of the Ships Store 
Ken Kersch, Former Crewmen (Vietnam Cruise), Encampment Supervisor 
As many of you know the ships store, which was previously located in the building with the Ticketing Office, 
has been closed for over a year now. The resurrection of a new ships store onboard the ship began as a 
small endeavor, with the Overnight Encampment Program requesting to sell dog tags during encampments. 
The proposal was submitted to Phil Rowan, and was approved. While looking through the remaining items 
in the former ships store I found that the dog tag machine used by the store was not there and could not be 
located. It was apparent that the last manager of the store had taken this machine with them when they 
closed the store. 

In speaking with Rich Zimmerman, I inquired about the possibility 
of a grant to fund the purchase or lease of a new machine for the 
encampment program. I also scouted potential vendors of dog tag 
machines. I located a company in Pennsylvania, who would 
provide us with either sale or lease to purchase options. Rich was 
generous enough to provide the upfront costs for the first three 
months of supplies and rental of the machine. This began the dog 
tag program, which to date has been very successful. The average 
number of dog tags sold is approximately one-third of the campers 
present at each encampment, making this by far our largest 
revenue generating tool. 

One night, I asked Jason Hall about the remaining merchandise 
located in the old ships store. It was our intention that we would be 
able to obtain and sell these items. Jason gained permission and 
the following day, a few of the encampment Watch Officers 
relocated the merchandise from the pier to the new onboard ships 
store, which was also approved by the administration. As there 
were no existing structures in this location, the dog tags were sold 
from a table, with the machine being kept in a secured room on the 
ship. After operating in this fashion for some time, permission was 
granted to remove the display cases from the old store on the pier 
and use these in the new store on the ship. One Sunday, while the 
Sea Cadets were onboard, they volunteered to help the 
Encampment crew with the moving of these fixtures to the onboard 
ships store, where they remain today. 

Paul Niessner and I approached management about permission to 
fire the 40MM gun at each of the encampments. Raffle tickets are 
sold to all visitors, ages 18 and older only, and then a winning 
ticket is selected each night for the honor of firing the gun. Tickets 
are $1 each and they have been a very profitable item.  

Some of the volunteers on the ship have purchased merchandise 
to be sold in the store and t-shirts have also been ordered for sale 
in the store. During the weekend of November 30 through 
December 1, the ship store brought in over $2,550 in revenue for 
the ship. There is also currently another volunteer, who is in the 
process of trying to open a store on the pier for daytime visitors.  

This just shows there is no limit to what the ships volunteers can 
do and it’s just another example of them stepping up and getting 
the job done, and raising much needed funds for the ship. 

 
Battleship Sweatshirts on display 

 
Newly arrived Battleship T-Shirts are 
also now available in the ships store 

 
Display cases in the new Overnight 

Encampment Program Store 
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Royal Yacht Britannia 
Rich Zimmermann, Overnight Encampment Volunteer 
Many of the crew aboard the Battleship New Jersey visit other museum ships in North America and in 
Europe. I visited the Royal Yacht Britannia on a recent trip to Scotland. The ship was built on the Clyde on 
the West Side of Scotland near Glasgow by the famous John Brown Ship Yard. The grand old yacht served 
Queen Elizabeth for 40 years. She showed the British Flag while traveling over 1,000,000. She is now a 
privately owned museum ship next to a shopping mall and a shipyard that is building oil towers. She is 
privately owned and has no volunteers. She is kept in immaculate condition and receives a couple hundred 
thousand visitors each year. I boarded the Britannia and summoned up the Master to present him with a 
Battleship New Jersey Challenge Coin. The Master was duly impressed and presented me with a gold pin 
that commemorates the ship. While the ship is much smaller than the New Jersey, some of their tour 
problems are similar. Their big spaces are not big compared to the battleship. To raise funds, they rent out 
their public rooms. Bond Girl Ursula Andress celebrated her 70th Birthday on the Britannia. If you ever get to 
Leith, Scotland, you can board the Britannia daily, it’s worth the stop. The Scots have as much pride in their 
ship as we do in the New Jersey. 

 
Royal Yacht Britannia at her 

permanent berth in Leith, Scotland 
 

 
Wheelhouse of the Royal Yacht Britannia 

 

Would You Believe? 

It was late one Friday night and the Camp Crew was getting ready to 
fire the 40mm salute gun to end the camp tours. We could see some 
"official" activity going on in Camden. The gun went bang, the radio 
crackled, the perp, heard the shot and surrendered. Was this just 
another victory to be added to the battleships long history, or just 

a coincidence? That’s for you to decide, but it happened… 
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They will be missed… 
Rich Thrash, Brass Team Volunteer 
It is with a heavy heart that I report on the recent loss of two 
longtime friends of the Battleship New Jersey.  
On August 23rd Jose Guerra Caringal, known simply as BM1 
to most of us on the ship, passed away peacefully at the VA 
Medical Center in Philadelphia, PA, at the age of 62. Jose 
had served in the U.S. Navy, including service on the USS 
Abraham Lincoln during Operation Desert Storm. He retired 
from the Navy in 1996 and in 2001 came to work on the 
Battleship where he assisted with numerous repair projects. 
It was then that I got to know Jose and became familiar with 
the magic he could work in the ships Sail Locker, a place 
where he was right at home. Over the years I became good 
friends with Jose and he helped the Brass Team on several 
occasions by fabricating various canvas covers and other 
items he made in his shop. I hadn’t seen Jose for a while 
since he had been laid off from the ship due to budget cuts, 
but I had seen him occasionally since he left and knew he was battling a terminal illness. He was always a 
good friend to me and he will definitely be missed by his friends on the Big J. Fair Winds and Following 
Seas my Friend, Rest in Peace. 

On October 2nd Patrick J. McBride, known simply as P.J. to 
most of us on the ship, suffered a massive heart attack and 
passed away at Christiana Hospital in Newark, DE, at the 
age of 44. He was a lifelong resident of Salem County 
where he turned a lake at his home into an oasis of pleasure 
and enjoyment for everyone. He had a unique ability to 
communicate with animals and nature, and was a true Dr. 
Dolittle. Often, turtles, fish, and other animals would actually 
come to him when they saw him to be fed by hand and 
enjoy his company. P.J. also loved his Harley-Davidson and 
traveled extensively throughout the U.S. on it. Since 2001 
P.J. was employed as the Battleships Union Painter, which 
is where I got to know him. He always had a smile on his 
face and he also had some very unique ideas about how to 
paint interior spaces on the ship to ensure they looked good 
from the angle that visitors would view them. He was a dear 
friend and he too will be missed by all who knew him. Fair 
Winds and Following Seas my Friend, Rest in Peace.  
Below is a short tribute written about P.J. by another of his 
friends on the ship, Larry Hennessy, Docent Supervisor and 
Encampment Watch Officer. 
Our P.J. what can we say? Once a guest asked me how many painters do you have on this ship? I said 
take a guess. She looked around and said Twenty? Then, with a wry smile, I got to say One. Such was the 
life of a painter on BB-62, very busy. Always a beautiful smile, and a funny remark, our P.J. McBride always 
made you feel better no matter how you felt that day. I heard him talking to Barbara (his wife) on his cell 
phone one day and I knew the Battleship New Jersey wasn't his "first love", but I know we were somewhere 
on his Short List. To know him was to be his friend. He cared about everyone and everything. We wish our 
Shipmate Fair Winds and Following Seas. 

 
Here is a photo of P.J., covered in 
paint as usual, but always smiling.  

 
Here is a photo of Jose working on 

the fantail repairing canvas tent panels  
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Scuttlebutt 
3RD ANNUAL BATTLESHIP GOLF TOURNAMENT HELD AT SEA OAKS CC, EGG HARBOR, NJ 
Brian Callahan, Reporter-at-Large 
Impending wet weather threatened the 3rd Annual Battleship Golf 
Tournament, fortunately, it held off until everyone was in the club 
house for dinner. About 50 intrepid souls played under ominous 
dark skies. Harry Aharon, Lee Gray, Arlene Baker, Ruth Keser, 
Gloria Roden, Rolland Garber, Rich Vojir, Paul Hanson, Jason 
Hall, and Rich Zimmermann... staffed the premium holes for the 
entire afternoon leading to smooth and quick play by the duffers. 
Special thanks to Ruth Keser and Gloria Roden for staffing the 
welcome table with Dennis Maher and for their direction and 
persistence in the pre-dinner festivities.  

The 'best' part of the day occurred at Arlene and Rich Vojir's 
station. While briefly stepping aside to find a golfer's ball, another 
golfer put his drive right through the windscreen of their cart. It 
broke through the Plexiglas directly above the warning label that 
read, this does not protect rider from errant golf balls. Happily, no 
harm was done to Arlene or Rich.  

Notable by their presence were Quarterdeck staffers John 'Stick' 
Stickney with son, Dave Eigenrauch with son, John DeBlasio, 
Rolland Garber, and Bruce Heagley, who was finally able to join 
us and even found his way to Sea Oaks. Richard Marsh was 
recognized for longest tee shot, a testament to his outstanding 
training regimen with spatula and whisk. The top three rounds 
were recognized by Jack Willard & Phil Rowan. 

The customarily quiet and self-effacing golfers told great stories 
of their success on the course. Bruce Heagley pointed out the 
brilliance of a husband's one day a week 'mulligan' from his wife. 
Rich Castro calmly protested, in triplicate, about the dangers to 
seniors at Sea Oaks: the shrinking diameter of cups as he 
approached, the lengthening of fairways as he drove, and so on.  

Host Joe Messina was prominent on the course, and also at the 
dinner. Representatives of our sponsors Bowman and Financiers 
were also in attendance. Echelon Ford provided the premium 
prize at the fourth hole for an ace, as Paul Niessner said, one 
person came very close to driving the Escape home.  

Sea Oaks is a great venue, golfers and sponsors provided an 
enjoyable afternoon, the dinner and auctions were great fun. 
Thanks to all who volunteered and played and planned/ran the 
event. 

Save the Date, next year’s event will be held on Columbus Day, October 14, 2013, see you there! 

 

 
Why can't I put like that? 

 
Lee Gray admires the Hole-in-One 

Prize Car, unfortunately nobody won it 

 
Rolland Garber and Brian Callahan 
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OCTOBER 24TH FUNDRAISER 
Papa John, Reporter-at-Large 
Steak 38 in Cherry Hill held a fundraiser on Oct 24, 2012 for the ship by 
donating 10% of dining and bar proceeds (with a coupon). We had a sporadic 
but spirited showing of about 15 people associated with the ship. Most of our 
guests had dinner there and all concurred it was delicious, from the salmon to 
the rib eye to the tilapia to the desserts all were pleased. The bar was packed 
from 6:00 - 8:00 then thinned out dramatically as game one of the World Series 
started. Walt Urban was the guest bartender from 7:00 - 9:00 and he served his 
customers with as much enthusiasm as he has our ship. When asked at the 
start of his bar tour what his qualifications were he said “Absolutely none! I’ve 
never done this before.” He did well pouring beers but left the mixed drinks to 
the professional bartender. When asked at the end of his tour if he got the 
phone numbers of any attractive patrons he replied “Lose lips sink ships”. 

INAUGURAL RUN FOR THE BATTLESHIP 
Rich Zimmermann, Overnight Encampment Volunteer 
Over four hundred runners took on the challenge of the 
Inaugural Run for the Battleship on Saturday, Oct. 27th, 
which also happened to be Navy Day! Inspired by pre-run 
words from Congressman Rob Andrews, runners began their 
trek with the firing of the ship’s starboard-side 40mm salute 
gun. Runners started from the pier, ran up Clinton Street to 
3rd Street through downtown Camden to the Rutgers-Camden 
campus. From there runners ran by Campbell’s Field to the 
Waterfront Promenade, where they ran along the Delaware 
River, past the Adventure Aquarium and Wiggins Marina. 
Within 20 minutes of the start, the leaders were back on the 
pier, up the forward stairs and onto the deck of the Big J! 
Runners were greeted by cheering volunteers and fans as 
they headed down the starboard-side of the ship to the fantail!  

Special thanks go out to our sponsors and donors, including 
the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, TD Bank, 5-Hour Energy, 
Calzaretto Chiropractic Center, Volunteers of America, Wawa, 
the Philadelphia Experiment and Pepsi. 

 

 
Here’s what 400 runners on the pier looks like. 

This is a great photo too, you can see the 
smoke from the firing of the starboard-side 

40mm salute gun, and they’re off! 
 

 
Guest Bartender Walt 

Urban serving the drinks 
 

 
First runner crossing the brow with second 

place close behind, great run guys! 

 
As the smoke clears some of the first 
runners are off. Check out the fireman 
 in his gear, you gotta love those guys! 
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THE PHILADELPHIA EXPERIENCE’S ANNUAL HALLOWEEN BALL 
Rich Zimmermann, Overnight Encampment Volunteer 
Although the Big J did not disappear, it did take on a frightening, yet fun look on Saturday evening, October 
27th, when The Philadelphia Experience hosted their annual Halloween Ball on the Battleship. An estimated 
two-thousand, costume-clad guests danced and partied on the ship’s pier, forecastle and fantail. DJ’s kept 
the high-energy music pumping, fire dancers performed on the pier, a Mardi Gras band paraded throughout 
the ship and guests had a great time well into the night!   

October 27th was an unusually busy day on the Battleship with the Inaugural Run for the Battleship in the 
morning and the Halloween Ball running until 4 am the next morning. Thanks to all the volunteers who came 
out and answered the call for help, the success of these events is due in no small part to the spirit and 
dedication of the ships volunteers and staff. In a time when money is hard to come by these two events 
helped us raise much needed funds to keep the ship operating, thanks again to everyone who gave up their 
time to come down and help out. It was really appreciated!   

ROCKWELL INDUSTRIES CONVENTION 
Rich Zimmermann, Overnight Encampment Volunteer 
What do you do when you have a cold, rainy/snowy night and you have 14 bus loads of conventioneers 
board the Battleship New Jersey? That was the scene on November 7th. 

The Rockwell Industries, a Canadian Corporation was in convention in Philadelphia. The night before, 70 or 
so of their participants joined us for full tours. At 4:00 pm the next day, the first 2 buses arrived for a VIP 
Tour and party in the Wardroom, two hours later 12 more busses arrived for tours and a party on the 
Fantail. Marketing Manager Jack Willard had everything organized and ready to go, Andreotti’s, the ships 
caterer, had a full team onboard for preparing the food, organizing the event and serving about 500 guests. 
Several Watch Officers and Docents were onboard to lead over a dozen tours, and as stated by the 
convention event organizer, everyone had a great time and ignored the weather. 

Since the new regime took over under the direction of Phil Rowan, marketing has been very successful in 
bringing in lots of new events. We have had more events in the last 6 months than we had in the previous 
18 months. It’s a tribute to the hard work of our entire team! 

 

 
The scene on the forecastle, red lounge chairs, a 
lighted mirrored ball and some sort of acrobatic 
swing hanging from the center rifle of Turret 1 

 

 
A look at the festivities going on down on the 

pier early in the evening. In this photo you can see 
one of the fire dancers performing for the crowd 
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THANKSGIVING DINNER FOR HOMELESS VETS 
Rich Zimmermann, Overnight Encampment Volunteer 
About 60 Battleship New Jersey volunteers, staff and their families turned out Thanksgiving morning to 
serve homeless vets a Thanksgiving Dinner cooked by Andreotti’s staff, the ships caterer. In addition the 
vets were given warm clothing to help them through the winter. The food was ample and well received by 
the vets and the crew and their families made them feel welcome. 

ANNUAL BREAKFAST WITH SANTA 
Rich Thrash, Brass Team Volunteer 
On December 1st Santa stopped by the Battleship to have breakfast with a group of excited local children 
and their families. This annual event was well attended and Santa was a big hit. After Santa finished talking 
to all the children I got my chance to tell him what I wanted for Christmas. I asked him to bring us a new 
teak deck for the Battleship. Well, it wasn’t under my tree on Christmas morning, but I’m still hoping… Hope 
Santa brought you everything you asked him for! 

 

 
Veterans enjoying Thanksgiving Dinner 

 

 
Volunteers manning the chow line 

 

 
Santa greeting the kids 

 

 
The looks on their faces says it all… 
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ARMY - NAVY TUG OF WAR 
Rich Zimmermann, Overnight Encampment Volunteer 
When is a Tug of War not a Tug of War? When you have a team from the Army and a team from the Navy 
and bragging rights are on the line. When I was asked to cover the Tug of War at the Battleship, I can’t say I 
was overjoyed. Did I misjudge the event? I should’ve known that whenever the military is involved, it’s a big 
production, produced by people who know what they’re doing, and designed to please all in attendance. 

If you were not on hand you missed a great event. This event was a precursor to the big Army - Navy game 
held in Philadelphia on December 8th. Both the Army and Navy Bands arrived and put on a battle of the 
Bands. As a former music producer, I would say Navy won, but both Bands were absolutely excellent. To 
make their point, Army showed up with some heavy equipment and Cheerleaders. Not to be outdone Navy 
had their own cheering squad. 

The teams were picked and the Battleship New Jersey Gun Crew (John Alberta and Paul Niessner), fired 
the starboard-side 40mm salute gun. The teams went to work, they pulled hard and Navy one. In the 
second round Army tried to make a comeback, they didn’t, and in the end Navy skunked Army 2 - 0. 

The crews were elated to have their pictures taken in front of the 16-inchers. Everyone seemed to have a 
great time, I know the Battleship Crew did. We were told we could look forward to a rematch next year. It 
should be quite an event, a great show, don’t miss it. I sure won’t. 
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WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA 
Rich Zimmermann, Overnight Encampment Volunteer 
The best things that seem to happen in this world do not 
come from government but, from individuals who have 
an idea, and who follow up on it. In 1992, wreath maker 
Morrill Worcester of Harrington, ME had a few Christmas 
wreaths left over. Most people would have thrown them 
out, but not Morrill. He traveled to the military cemetery 
at Arlington and placed them on graves. A great idea 
was born. The next year he placed more and each year 
following even more. 

As a point of chance, a Pentagon photographer took a 
picture of the wreaths and then the great idea went viral 
on the internet. The right person was in the right place to 
move the right idea to a whole new level.  

Now fast forward to December 2012. A lot of things have 
changed. The few wreaths have now grown to 450,000 
wreaths. A flag maker has partnered with the Worchester 
family and they provide flags to decorate the wreaths. 
Corporations large and small in Maine and many other 
states have come forward with funding and the press has 
covered the events. This year they’re headed to Arlington 
with 8 huge tractor trailers, a couple box trucks, a bus 
and an escort. In every state motorcyclists have escorted 
the caravan. Many drove from Presque Isle, ME to 
Arlington, VA. Along the way more motorcyclists joined 
the group flying big American Flags, the Maine police 
provided an escort as did many other police departments 
along the route. In the Battleship Parking Lot we had 
Maine, New Jersey and Pennsylvania State Police cars, 
Camden and Philadelphia police cars too; this was a big 
event that attracted the local media.  

Our small event grew into several hundred, Andretti’s’ 
made coffee and we invited everyone to do a main deck 
tour. They were enthused with the hospitality they found 
onboard. On their way off they thanked us and said they 
would be back next year. This was a long slow trip, the 
caravan stopped several times a day, to raise awareness 
and teach people about the project. On the Battleship 
stop, they honored Carter Beard, President and CEO of 
Annin Flag makers, a 130 year old family business that 
employs over 700 people to make American Flags in 
America. They have factories in many Mid-Atlantic 
states. Carter provided the flags that adorn all of the 
wreaths. The final destination for this caravan was 
Arlington National Cemetery where on the morning of 
December 15th hundreds of volunteers turned out to place 
the wreaths on graves there. This was a great event and 
I look forward to seeing them back again next year. 

 

 
Morrill Worcester (right) and his wife present an 

award to Carter Beard (left), President and CEO of 
Annin Flag makers for providing flags on the wreaths 
 

 
Presentation of a Memorial Wreath now on display 

in the wardroom of the Battleship New Jersey 
 

 
Ceremony on the forecastle during the presentation 
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NEW YEAR’S EVE CELEBRATION ON THE BIG J 
Rich Thrash, Brass Team Volunteer 
I spent New Years Eve on the ship for the first time this year and it was great! There were fireworks shows 
over the Delaware River at 6:00 pm and midnight and there were good crowds onboard for each event. 
Following the 6:00 show we did have one minor hitch when firing the 40mm portside salute gun. Between 
the 6:00 and midnight firings I came across the gun crew huddled in a cabin going through manuals on that 
gun, as a result they discovered the guns firing pin is broken. So now the call will go out to try and locate a 
replacement, and if that doesn’t happen we might have to try and fabricate one. At midnight we fired Mount 
52 to start the fireworks and then fired it again to end the festivities. The lucky people who got to pull the 
trigger had purchased raffle tickets which were offered at a price of three for $10. Wherever you spent New 
Years Eve I hope you had a wonderful time and I wish you all a very happy and prosperous 2013. 

 
Fireworks at midnight, Happy New Year! 

 
Photo taken from a nearby tower showing the ship all lit up for the New Years Eve celebration 

 
These two lucky guys had the winning tickets in 
the raffle and got to fire Mount 52 at midnight 
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CREWMEMBERS LOOKING FOR OLD BUDDIES / WWW.USSNEWJERSEY.COM 
Rich Thrash, Brass Team Volunteer 
As most of you know in addition to my duties on The Jerseyman I have also been running the website 
www.ussnewjersey.com for the last 13+ years. One of the most heavily visited pages on my website is the 
Ships Log page where people get to leave messages and share memories. Many of those entries also 
mention that they are looking to get back in touch with old shipmates. I mention this because I have had 
several recent requests from former crewman asking what I thought was the best way to get in touch so I 
figured I’d add a spot about it here. Both my website and the USS New Jersey Veterans Association’s 
website feature Logs you can search and post messages to, and they would be the first places I would go.   
The address for the Ships Log on my website is: 

www.ussnewjersey.com/log_ntry.htm 
The address for the Veterans Association website is:  

www.ussnewjersey.org 
Below are entries that have been posted on the Ships Log on my website in the past few months.   

12/19/2012 
eagle192@live.com 
Dale Burgener 
Bremerton, WA 

I served aboard New Jersey in Vietnam. Was onboard 1968 - 1969. Sorry to 
see Captain Snyder passed away, he was a great man. Looking for former 
crewmates just to say hi. 

09/26/2012 
ralph01948@verizon.net 
Ralph Veltre 
Florida 

Looking for old crew members, 5th Division 1968 - 1969. It's been a long time, 
drop a line. I'd like to see how you are doing. I know it's been a long time but 
you know how life is, we get into our lives and then we get up in age and start 
thinking about the good old days and old friends. 

08/20/2012 
edwardsylla@gmail.com 
Sylla Pierre Edward 
Kissimmee, FL 

Looking for shipmates of 6th Division between 1990 - 1991. Senior Chief Ferris 
and BM1 Smith's Department. Decommissioned the BB-62 February 8, 1991. 
Sad day. 

08/09/2012 
leorv@yahoo.com 
Leo Velerio 

Looking for Snipes from 1950 to 1953 Engine Room #1. 

 
2013 BATTLESHIP NEW JERSEY COMMEMORATIVE CALENDARS 
Rich Thrash, Brass Team Volunteer 
2013 Battleship New Jersey Commemorative Calendars are currently available while supplies last from the 
Overnight Encampment Program Store and the Ticketing Office. These calendars feature historic photos 
from all four periods of the Battleship’s active service and are available for a donation of $15 each. On the 
following page I’ve included a copy of the cover and the pages for January and February. I make these 
calendars myself and have spent a lot of time compiling the wealth of historic information that is included 
each month.  If you are interested in getting a calendar but won’t be able to come to the ship to pick one up, 
you can get one by sending your check or money order to the following address: 

Battleship New Jersey    
Development Department 
62 Battleship Place 
Camden, NJ 08103 
Questions: Jack Willard Phone: (856) 966-1652  ext. 144 e-mail: j.willard@battleshipnewjersey.org 

Supplies are limited; if you’re interested get your check in the mail today. All proceeds from the sale of these 
calendars will go towards repairing and upgrading the Ships Memorial Kiosk currently located on the aft 
mess deck.  

   

http://www.ussnewjersey.com/
http://www.ussnewjersey.com/log_ntry.htm
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The Funnies 
Authors unknown… 
As I get more settled into my role as editor of The Jerseyman I would like to include a section in each issue 
with some jokes, funny stories, cartoons or even a crossword puzzle. In the past The Jerseyman had 
featured original cartoons drawn by Hamp Law, a former battleship sailor who has sadly since passed 
away, but I would love to be able to continue to feature something like that in each issue. If any of you out 
there would like to contribute regularly to this section please contact me with your ideas or some samples of 
your work. In the meantime for this issue I’ve selected a few stories to share, hope they bring a smile or 
two… 

WHO NEEDS FRESH WATER WHEN YOU’VE GOT WHISKEY, RUM AND WINE…? 
The USS Constitution (Old Ironsides), as a combat vessel, carried 48,600 gallons of fresh water for her 
crew of 475 officers and men. This was sufficient to last six months of sustained operations at sea. She 
carried no evaporators (i.e. freshwater distillers). However, let it be noted that according to her ship's log, 
"On July 27, 1798, the USS Constitution sailed from Boston with a full complement of 475 officers and men, 
48,600 gallons of fresh water, 7,400 cannon shot, 11,600 pounds of black powder and 79,400 gallons of 
rum." 

Her mission: "To destroy and harass English shipping." Making Jamaica on October 6th, she took on 826 
pounds of flour and 68,300 gallons of rum. Then she headed for the Azores, arriving there on November 
12th. She was provisioned with 550 pounds of beef and 64,300 gallons of Portuguese wine. On November 
18th, she set sail for England. In the ensuing days she defeated five British men-of-war and captured and 
scuttled 12 English merchant ships, salvaging only the rum aboard each. 

By January 26th, her powder and shot were exhausted. Nevertheless, although unarmed she made a night 
raid up the Firth of Clyde in Scotland. Her landing party captured a whiskey distillery and transferred 40,000 
gallons of malt Scotch aboard by dawn. Then she headed home.  

The USS. Constitution arrived in Boston on February 20, 1799, with no cannon shot, no food, no powder, no 
rum, no wine, no whisky, and 38,600 gallons of water. 

GO NAVY! 

THE FIVE MOST DANGEROUS THINGS TO HEAR IN THE NAVY 
1) A Seaman saying, "I learned this in Boot Camp..." 

2) A Petty Officer saying, "Trust me, sir..." 

3) A Lieutenant JG saying, "Based on my experience..." 

4) A Lieutenant saying, "I was just thinking..." 

5) A Chief chuckling, "Watch this shit..." 
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NOW THEY TELL ME 
During a commercial airline flight a Navy Chief was seated next to a young mother with a baby in arms. 
When her baby began crying during the descent for landing, the mother began nursing her infant as 
discreetly as possible. The Chief pretended not to notice and, upon debarking, he gallantly offered his 
assistance to help with the various baby-related articles. When the young mother expressed her gratitude, 
he responded, "Gosh, that's a good looking baby...and he sure was hungry!" Somewhat embarrassed, the 
mother explained that her pediatrician said breast feeding would help alleviate the pressure in the baby's 
ears.  

The Chief sadly shook his head, and in true U.S. Navy fashion exclaimed… "and all these years I've been 
chewing gum." 

TICKETS PLEASE 
A group of Chiefs and a group of Naval Officers take a train to a conference. Each Naval Officer holds a 
ticket. But the entire group of Chiefs has bought only one ticket for a single passenger. The Naval Officers 
are just shaking their heads and are secretly pleased the arrogant Chiefs will finally get what they deserve. 
Suddenly one of the Chiefs calls out: "The conductor is coming!" 

At once, all the Chiefs jump up and squeeze into one of the toilets. The conductor checks the tickets of the 
Naval Officers. When he notices that the toilet is occupied he knocks on the door and says: "Ticket, please!" 
One of the Chiefs slides the single ticket under the door and the conductor continues merrily on his round.  

For the return trip, the Naval Officers decide to use the same trick. They buy only one ticket for the entire 
group, but they are baffled as they realize that the Chiefs didn't buy any tickets at all. After a while one of 
the Chiefs announces again: "The conductor is coming!" Immediately all the Naval Officers race to a toilet 
and lock themselves in. All the Chiefs leisurely walk to the other toilet. Before the last Chief enters the toilet, 
he knocks on the toilet occupied by the Naval Officers and says: "Ticket, please!" 

The moral of the story? 

Naval Officers like to use the methods of Chiefs, but they don't really understand them. 

THE CHIEF AND THE GUNNY 
An old Chief and an old Gunny were sitting at the VFW arguing about who'd had the tougher career. "I did 
30 years in the Corps," the Gunny declared proudly, "and fought in three of my country's wars. Fresh out of 
boot camp I hit the beach at Okinawa, clawed my way up the blood soaked sand, and eventually took out 
an entire enemy machine gun nest with a single grenade. "As a sergeant, I fought in Korea alongside 
General MacArthur. We pushed back the enemy inch by bloody inch all the way up to the Chinese border, 
always under a barrage of artillery and small arms fire. "Finally, as a gunny sergeant, I did three consecutive 
combat tours in Vietnam. We humped through the mud and razor grass for 14 hours a day, plagued by rain 
and mosquitoes, ducking under sniper fire all day and mortar fire all night. In a fire fight, we'd fire until our 
arms ached and our guns were empty, then we'd charge the enemy with bayonets!" 

"Ah," said the Chief with a dismissive wave of his hand, "all shore duty, huh?" 
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Back Page 
Just as I was getting ready to send out this issue I received several e-mails that brought some very sad news 
on this first day of 2013. Tom McCorkell, a good friend of mine, and longtime volunteer on the Battleship, 
passed away on December 31st.  At this time I don’t have any other details but I couldn’t let this issue hit the 
streets without remembering Tom. I hadn’t seen him onboard for a while but for many years he had been a 
fixture on the quarterdeck. Tom is pictured below (on the left) with Paul Hanson, together I called these 
guys the dynamic duo of the quarterdeck. Tom was a great guy with a great sense of humor and a big 
heart. I loved talking to him on the quarterdeck and he always had lots of interesting stories to share. He will 
surely be missed by all of his friends on the Battleship. My thoughts and prayers go out to Tom’s family at 
this difficult time; he was one of the best…  

Fair Winds and Following Seas my Friend, Rest in Peace.      
 

 
 
 
Disclaimer: The Jerseyman is an independent ships newspaper, written and 
produced solely for the enjoyment of the Battleship’s current volunteer crew 
and staff, former crewmembers, and other readers. The Jerseyman is not 
sold, subscriptions are not offered, and all credited photos and stories are the 
sole property of their authors. Wherever possible, The Jerseyman requests 
permission, properly credits, and identifies the source of photographs, stories, 
or quotations. If crediting errors, or any possible copyright infringements are 
found, please let us know and corrections will be made. If you need to reach 
The Jerseyman please use the contact information below.  
Rich Thrash, Volunteer Writer/Editor The Jerseyman 
11859 Coopers Court, Reston, VA  20191 
E-mail: rich@ussnewjersey.com 

     Logo courtesy of Maritime Artist 
and former USS New Jersey 

crewman, James A. Flood 
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